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Since the strengthening of the regional organisation of 
the Board of Trade was announced earlier in the year, key 
posts have been filled and staffing is now on the way to comple- 
tion. The following brief summary of the form and functions of 
the regional organisation may therefore be of topical interest. 


Prior to the war the Board had no reason to maintain a regional 
organisation. During the war regional offices were established 
to enable it to carry out the work of allocating large areas of 
factory and storage space for the use of the Service and Supply 
Departments. This organisation comprised in each region a 
Controller of Factory and Storage Premises with a Deputy and 
a complement of inspectors and subsidiary staff. The Controllers 
later became Directors of Laundry Services, of Dyeing and 
Cleaning Services and of Footwear Repairs. Valuable assistance 
was also given on other aspects of Board of Trade work by their 
Regional Representatives on the Regional Boards of the Ministry 
of Production. 


* 


Following the increased responsibilities of the regional organisa- 
tion in connection with the reconversion of industry from a war 


Storage Premises and of Regional Representative has now been 
merged in each region. The earlier titles of ‘‘ Directors” have 
also been abolished and the Controllers are now designated 
Board of Trade Regional Controllers. Their staffs have been 
strengthened and augmented, provision having been made for 
a number of Deputy Controllers in each region. 

The four main functions of the Regional Controllers are t0 
advise and assist in the following matters :— 


Reconversion of Industry : The reconversion to peacetime pro- 
duction in general, but with particular reference to engineering. 
This industry presents the biggest and most important of all 
teconversion problems, not only because of its considerable 
war-time expansion but because the change back to civilian 
production will be greater than that of any other single industry. 
Special attention to this aspect is being given by the inclusion 
of a technical director on the staff of each regional office who will 
advise the Controller on engineering matters. 


Freeing of Factory and Storage Space : Some 200 million square 
feet of space has been allocated by the Factory Control for 
Government: production or storage purposes. Rather more 
than half of this is factory space. Of the total amount of space 
allocated, about 145 million square feet is at present being used 
for Government storage and some 55 million square feet for 
war production. All this space has in due course to be freed 
from its war-time use. 

Linked with this is advice-on the allocation to civilian produc- 
tion of a considerable number of Government-owned factories 


to a peace-time basis, the post of Controller of Factory and: 


Regional Organisation 


as and when they become surplus to war needs. (A list of the 
first nineteen factories to be so allocated was given in 24th March 
issue of Board of Trade Journal.) 


Distribution of Industry: The Bill at present before Parlia- 
ment is concerned with the balanced distribution of industry 
throughout the country, particularly in the areas scheduled to 
the Bill as Development Areas. While the proper distribution 
of industry will be of importance in all regions, it will be of 
special interest to the Northern, Scottish and South Wales 
Regions and to the West Cumberland area of the North-West 
Region. 

There will also be close co-operation with all other regional 
representatives in the collection of industrial information and 
intelligence throughout the country. Surveys will, for example, 
be undertaken in consultation with the Ministry of Labour 
and the Ministry of Town and Country Planning and will enable 
Controllers to report industrial and labour trends to headquarters. 
The regional pooling of information in the Board’s offices will 
also enable the Controllers to build up a useful service which 
will be available to industrialists. 

Each regional office will shortly have a research officer for this 
work, 

De-concentration of Industry : The re-opening of closed factories 
will begin as rapidly as the release of labour and raw materials 
from war needs permits. In view of the heavy demands on man- 
power and other resources for the wareffort, full de-concentration 
is unlikely to be possible until after both Germany and Japan 
have been defeated. + 

* 

The Regional Controllers assist in the carrying out of Govern- 
ment policy on instructions from headquarters, but will be 
qualified to settle many local problems on the spot. They are 
all members of the Ministry of Production’s Regional Boards. 
These Boards include representatives of the Ministry of Produc- 
tion, the Ministry of Labour, the Supply Departments, and 
employers and trade unionists. The Boards were set up by the 
Ministry of Production to secure the most efficient working of 
the war machine. 

While industrial emphasis is still on war production, the 
regional organisation is already doing a good deal of preliminary 
work in anticipation of the big tasks ahead. Discussions, for 
example, have already taken place with a considerable number 
of firms regarding post-war plans for industrial development, 
and many applications for factory building or leasing of Govern- 
ment factories are under review. In the Development Areas 
progress is being made with the allocation of ‘‘ standard ” 
factories and the extension of trading estates is under discussion. 


(Note: A list of the addresses and telephone numbers of Regional 
Controllers will be found on page 158 of this issue of the Journal.) 
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Retail Trade in February 


At the opening of a new trading year it may be convenient 
to repeat the introductory paragraphs explaining the sources 
of the statistics prepared by the Bank of England and the 
method of adjusting non-comparable figures. 


Sources : The figures are compiled from schedules issued by the 
Retail Distributors’ Association, the Co-operative Union, the 
Drapers’ Chamber of Trade of Great Britain and Ireland, the 
Multiple Shops Federation and the British Furniture Trades 
Joint Committee to their members and to other traders who have 
agreed to co-operate ; they relate to the trade of a number of 
department stores, concerns operating multiple retail shops and a 
representative section of the retail co-operative societies, together 
with a small number of individual traders. The last-mentioned 
type of retailer is not adequately represented and additions to 
the numbers reporting would be particularly welcomed. 


Method of Adjusting Non-Comparable Figures: The traders 
report figures both for the current month and for the corre- 
sponding month a year earlier, and the method is to aggregate 
these to find the percentage change. Retailers use a considerable 
variety of accounting periods however and the number of selling 
days in any calendar month may vary from year to year. Returns 
have accordingly to be adjusted to some extent to allow for 
differences in the number of selling days in 1944 and 1945 before 
they can be combined into district or other totals. 

Almost all contributors report the number of days on which 
selling took place in their shops during the period to which their 
figures relate. On each return, therefore, the 1944 sales are 
corrected, where necessary, by the appropriate amount to make 
them comparable with 1945 so far as length of period is con- 
cerned, 

The number of selling days in the calendar month of February 
was ‘one less in 1945 than in 1944. Accordingly, corrections 
for differences in length of period were necessary on the majority 
of the schedules this month. 


Index Numbers : Besides the percentage changes compared with 
a year earlier, index numbers have been compiled so that com- 
parisons can be made with any other period. The method of 
constructing these was described in the Board of Trade Journal 
for Ist April 1944; they are based on the same returns as the 
percentage changes. 


SALES IN FEBRUARY 


Apparel : Sales in February were bound to be rather high, as 
24 coupons were released at the beginning of the month. A 
year ago, however, when a similar release was made, the public 
showed considerable restraint in their use of the new coupons, 
largely because February is normally the slackest month in the 
year for apparel sales. 

This year there were two additional factors of special import- 
ance: the President of the Board of Trade had announced that 
the coupons might have to last for seven months instead of the 
usual six; and there was considerable discussion in the news- 
papers about the clothing shortage. The effect of these on the 
public was to induce them to spend their coupons rather more 


‘ 


rapidly ‘‘ while the goods were still there,” even though this 
might leave them very short later on if the period were pro. 
longed. 

As a result the index for apparel as a whole was higher in 
February than in any earlier month except December 1944, 
when there was a marked Christmas peak. At 121 it was about 
13 per cent. higher than in February 1944, and 17 per cent. above 
the average for the last twelve months. All the districts showed 
high sales, with the possible exception of Scotland, where the 
index was only one point above the previous average. 

The high level of sales was primarily due to the large number 
of coupons used, rather than to the amount spent per coupon. 
The latter figure showed a substantial fall compared with recent 
months, as is usual after a coupon release, and was under 6 per 
cent. up on February 1944. The number of coupons taken by 
shops reporting this item was 6-8 per cent. greater than a year 
ago, with rises in every district except Suburban London. 

Of the three main categories, men’s and boys’ wear showed the 
biggest rise in sales, whether the comparison is with the average 
of the previous twelve months or with February 1944. The index 
number of 125 has only once been exceeded since rationing 
started—in March 1942—when sales were stimulated by the 
announcement of style restrictions. All districts showed sub- 
stantial rises compared with a year ago, the national figure being 
21-2 per cent. 

Sales of women’s wear were also very high, the index of 122 
being the third highest on record and 17 per cent. above the 
previous year’s average. The rise compared with a year earlier 
was substantial, 12-9 per cent., but Suburban London showed a 
fall, and the Scottish rise was only fractional. Shops which sub- 
divide their sales recorded a much smaller rise for fancy drapery 
(underwear, stockings, haberdashery, etc.) than for the other 
two sections. 

By contrast, sales of boots and shoes showed greater stability, 
as has often been the case. The index of 104 was only 11 per 
cent. above the previous year’s average, and far from a record ; 
the rise compared with a year earlier was only 4-4 per cent., and 
two districts recorded falls. 

Sales of dress materials were 20 per cent. higher than a year 
ago, despite the reduced stocks available. 


Household Goods. Sales of household goods are not subject to 
fluctuations on account of coupon factors, and the national index 
for February was exactly equal to the average for the previous 
twelve months. The district figures do not, however, indicate 
quite such a stable position. Central London, and to a lesser 
extent the Suburbs, recorded sales materially above the previous 
average (which included the months when sales were depressed 
by the flying bombs) ; on the other hand Scotland and the North 
West showed significant declines. 

The subsidiary index numbers also show that the stability of 
the total conceals significant movements of the parts. Sales of 
furnishing departments were 7 per cent. above their previous 
average, but those of hardware 6 per cent. below it. 

Both these categories show rises compared with a year ago, 
with wide variations in the district figures. For the country as 
a whole furnishing departments rose by 9:8 per cent., and hard- 


Index Numbers of Retail Sales — February 1945 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 





The figures in italics are the index numbers for the preceding month and (in brackets) the average for the preceding twelve months. 















































t Including unallocated sales. 


Midlands London— 
North North and South Central London— Total, 
Category Scotland East West South of and West Suburban Great 
Wales England End Britain tf 
Non-food merchandise 98 111 107 110 110 115 104 109 
87 (103) 82 (105) 80 (100) 78 (101) 81 (104) 84 (98) 75 (96) 82 (102) 
Of which :— 
Apparel § 104 12 117 117 120 129 109 121 
821103) 70 (102) 73 (100; 69 (100: 71 (103) 88 (105) 65 (96) 74 (103) | 
Household goods || 79 85 77 89 94 88 93 87 
87 (90) 80 (88) 72 (83) 83 (90) 82 (93) 83 (79) 77 (89) 81 (87° 
Food and perishables lll 109 107 106 105 113 106 107 
108 (169; 106 (110) 104 (109) 102 (107) 101 (105) 105 (107) 103 (108) 103 (108) 
Total Sales... 106 110 107 107 106 114 a 105 108 
98 (106 96 (108) 93 (105) 94 (105) 94 (104) 89 (100) 93 (104) 95 (105) 


§ Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
|| Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
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ware by 3 per cent. Sales of household piece-goods fell by 9-8 
per cent., with even wider variations between the districts 
ranging from a rise of 28-6 per cent. in Scotland to a fall of 30-1 
per cent, in Central London. 


Tth Aprilj1945 


Other Non-Food Merchandise : Sales of both fancy goods and 
sports and travel goods were substantially higher this year than 
last, rising by 11-5 per cent. and 11-0 per cent. respectively. 
The only district decrease recorded for either was the drop of 1-4 
per cent. for sports and travel goods in Scotland. Miscellaneous 
and unspecified goods, which includes a substantial proportion of 
coal sales, showed a rise of 5 per cent., with increases in all 
districts. 


Non-Food Merchandise as a whole : Because of the high apparel 
sales, the index for all non-food merchandise was 7 per cent. 
above the previous year’s average, only Scotland showing a fall. 
The excess was greatest in Central London, as was to be expected. 

All districts recorded higher sales than in February 1944, the 
national increase being 10-9 per cent. Scotland showed the 
smallest rise, 3-1 per cent., and the South of England the largest, 
15-5 per cent. 


Food and Perishables: l’ood and perishables form much the 
largest category, amounting in February to nearly 60 per cent. 
of the value used in computing total sales. They are also the 
most stable type of merchandise in present conditions, the 
February index being only one point lower than the previous 
year’s average ; Central London was the only district to show a 
difference of more than 2 points, and even there it was only six. 
The rise from February 1944 was also not large, 4 per cent. ; 
the only district decrease was in Suburban London, and the fall 
of 1-2 per cent. there is accounted for by loss of population. 
Sales of grocery, provisions and bakery were even closer to 
February 1944, the average rise for the whole country being 
only 2-7 per cent. So much of this sub-category is controlled 
either by direct rationing or by “ points” that its sales are not 
liable to wide fluctuations unless the size of the rations is materi- 
ally altered ; the steadiness of the figures for food as a whole is 
mainly due to this sub-category, which represents a large part 
of the total. Café and restaurant sales, on the other hand, con- 
tinued to run at a materially higher level than a year earlier, 
this month’s rise being 10-8 per cent. In Central and West End 
London, however, there was little difference from last year. 
Separate figures are published for the first time this month for 
sweets and tobacco and perishables, the latter being defined as 
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meat, fish, milk, fruit and vegetables. The reporting sample 
cannot hope to be at all strong in respect of sweets and tobacco 
unless more private traders are included, but sufficient contribu- 
tors now report this item to justify publication of the figures, 
especially as it is desirable to isolate this rather special trade 
from other food sales so far as possible; unfortunately the co- 
operative societies have not yet found it possible to give separate 
figures, and their sales of sweets and tobacco are included 
mainly under groceries. 

The sample also covers a smaller proportion of the total trade 
in perishables than for food as a whole ; the deficiency is prob- 
ably greatest in respect of fruit and vegetables, which are mainly 
sold by private traders. The trade reported is, however, quite 
substantial, especially in regard to milk. 

These new categories show rises compared with a year earlier 
of 5-1 per cent. for perishables and 11 per cent. for sweets and 
tobaeco, with considerable district variations. 


Total Sales : The various sectional movements described above 
combined to produce an index number for total sales of 108, 
three points above the previous year’s average. The smallness 
of the difference is due to the high figure for apparel being 
partially counteracted by the value of food sales being slightly 
below the average. The only district to show a rise of more 
than two points was Central London, where food sales are a 
much smaller proportion of the total, and were in any case 
above the previous average. 

Compared with a year earlier, sales rose by 6-7 per cent. for 
the country as a whole; of the districts, Suburban London 
had an exceptionally small increase, 0-9 per cent., and Central 
London the largest, 9-2 per cent. Unallocated sales showed a 
rise of 9-7 per cent., so that the district figures are rather on the 
low side. 

STOCKS * 
Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks : On the whole these make a 
much better showing than might have been expected in view of 
the high level of sales ; retailers must have received substantial 
deliveries from their suppliers during the month, probably 
including early supplies of spring goods. 

The indices for both women’s wear and boots and shoes actually 


* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, par- 
ticularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample of 
shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 


Sales (at Selling Value) and Stocks (at Cost) compared with a Year ago 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 
















































































SALES (on an approximate daily basis) Stocks 
| ‘ ie Sas Be periee oe PA See . 2 ees Se ee 
| FEBRUARY At end of 
PN eee ee ee oS dis Feb. 
Class of merchandise | | (eet | 
| Midlands | South | London- | London- | Total, Total, 
Scotland | North North and | of Central Sub- Unal- Great Great 
Kast West South | England | and West} urban | located*| Britain | Britain 
Wales End 
Food and perishables :— 
Grocery, provisions and 
bakery ... nat wes | +t 55 [+ 44]/4+ 16/4 25 14+ 50 O02 i— 3-2 + 2-7 — 
Perishables cee vee wit 1681+ 63i+ 55/+ 611+ 4-4 10-2 - 3 att ol Bel oz! 
Sweets and tobacco { 0-7 |}+ 3034+ 163)+ 156-9 [+ 1-7 — 21:5 16 + 110 are 
Café and restaurant re ey | + 16-5 16-3 |+ 10-0 21-1 + 17-4 ]-2 23-0 L 108 
Cotali—Food and perishablest | + 751+ S5S6[4+ 31/+ 40 ]4 55/4 16/— 1214 96]4+ 40 — 19-7 
Non-food merchandise :— | 
Piece-goods f tte ee | 7-3 |+ 163/4+ 133]/4+ 731+ 280 |— O03 |4+ 43 iss | 8-5 =~ 94-6 
(i) Household goods ... | + 286 |+ 238|— 18]/— 62 |+ 252 |— 30-1 |+ 5-4 = ORib-—- 340 
(ii) Dress materials... | 13-1 }+ 250 ]4+ 22:3/+4+ 18-9 |+4 37-1 +t 18:2 |+ 9-7 + 20-3 — 45-9 
Women’s wear f ... a + O7 |+ 146)+ 13:0)+ 10-4 14+ 19-4 | + 1583 |— 26 + 12-9 — 12-2 
(i) Fashion ... eee + 92 1+ 165)+ 17:2)}+4+ 141 |+ 20:0 | 4+ 223 ]— 3:9 + 175 |] — 61 
(ii) Girls’ and children’s ee | 15-1 [4+ 261 [+ 18:3) 4+ 22-1 | 4+ 25-7 + 144 /-— 10 + 19-0 — 02 
(iii) Fancy drapery ... wef — LT [+ 92 ]+ 551+ 22 14 139 | + 29 1— 80 ge) =. 998 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... -— + 15:9 |+ 25-2 |4+ 25:0 ]+ 215 |}+ 17-7 |+ 19:0 |+ 186 ees + 21-2 — 28-5 
Boots and shoes ... wae vee | 3 |+ 38/— L5}|+, 20 |4 +9 | + 115 /— 3-2 t OZI+ 49 — 19-2 
Furnishing departments... }— TH |- 2-2 O3/+ 86 /+ 144 |+ 18:0 |+ 176 ics + 98 — 20-7 
Hardware eae val + 230 |— OD]—- L4/+ 40 55 + 125 |—- 51 ies + 30 — 25-4 
Fancy departments ee + 21:8 |+ 210/+ 19-3]/+ 27:0 |+ 316 ]+4+ 143 1+ 182 | + 9514 115 | — 0-7 
Sports and travel ae — 14 |+ 59-9/4+ 165)/+ 49:3 |4+ 55-5 | + 17-0 |4+ 41-2 + O3}+ 11:0 | — 10-6 
Misc. and unspecified... + 41 [+ 37/4 48/+ 621+ 5:3 + 20 1+ 10-1 + 5-0 — 24-1 
Total—Non-food merchandise + 31 /4+ 105|/4+ 98)4+ 110 1+ 155 | + 126 |4+ 66 | + 9F 3+ 10-9 — 145 
Tora saLes—February + 61 {+ T5/+ 60/+ 60 |+ 83 | + 9-2 | + 0:9 + 97}+ 6-7 
Toray stocxs—February _ 196 | - 15-6 Es 19-1]— 19:2 |— 12-9 | — 240 |— 21:3 | — 146 











' 








* Figures are only given where a significant amount of sales could not be allocated. 


t¢ Including some quantity of goods for which 


separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available, the quantities being substantial for piece-goods and women’s wear. 
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RETAIL TRADE—continued 


rose by two points above the January level. In the case of 
women’s wear the recovery in the last two months has still 
only made good half the fall recorded in December, but boots 
and shoes are almost back to the level of last August, which was 
the corresponding month in the last coupon period; judging 
by the last two years’ experience, however, this favourable 
figure for boots and shoes is likely to be a temporary pheno- 
menon, being due to special deliveries in anticipation of the 
Spring trade. 

On the other hand, both men’s and boys’ wear and dress materials 
showed substantial falls to new low records; the index of 47 
for dress materials is the first below 50 to be recorded for any 
category. 


Comparison with a Year Earlier : Total stocks were much lower 
than in February 1944, a drop of 14-6 per cent. being recorded 
for the country as a whole with district decreases ranging from 
12-9 per cent. in the South of England to 24-0 per cent. in Central 
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and West End London. Food and perishables stocks were down 
by 12-7 per cent. and those of other merchandise by 14-8 per cent. 

Every category tabulated showed a decrease, substantial in 
all except fancy departments and girls’ and schildren’s wear. 
Much the heaviest decline was in dress materials, 45-9 per cent., 
which contributed to the drop of 34:5 per cent. for all piece- 
goods; the next heaviest fall was in men’s and boys’ wear, 
28-5 per cent. 


Comparison with 1939: The value of total stocks was 11 per 
cent. higher than in February 1939; in terms of quantity there 
was, of course, a large fall. War conditions have made it neces- 
sary for food retailers to carry larger stocks than normal and 
the small sample reported showed a rise of 61 per cent. Other 
merchandise, however, was up by only 7 per cent. The only 
categories to show a change of more than 20 per cent. were 
women’s wear which rose by about 31 per cent., hardware (down 
by 22 per cent.) and dress materials (down by 38 per cent.). 


Index Numbers of Sales and of Apparel Stocks 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 























Sales Stocks (end of month) 
Month Household Non-food * Dress Women’s Men’s and Boots 

Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total Materials Wear Boys’ Wear | and Shoes 
1943—| 1944—| 1943-| 1944—| 1943-| 1944—| 1943—| 1944—/| 1943-| 1944- || 1943-| 1944-/| 1943-| 1944-| 1943-| 1944~ |1943-/1944- 

44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 4t 45 

July... 70 79 82 73 78 82- 100 106 91 96 102 79 112 94 117 100 76 84 

August ... 71 117 84 75 82 102 101 110 93 107 101 73 113 88 117 92 74 | 72 

September | 115 113 84 82 106 107 100 105 102 106 94 67 105 85 113 88 72 68 


October... | 100 112 90 89 100 108 103 105 
November 87 106 87 96 98 113 102 106 
December | 102 123 105 114 123 140 113 119 























January 68 74 85 81 78 82 100 | 103 
February | 107 121 83 87 99 | 109 103 | 107 
March ... | 105 90 100 105 
April... | 112 93 104 109 
May... | 100 89 99 111 
June... 82 80 86 111 

Yearly rr | 88 89 93 102 
Average 1944) 102 87 101 107 














102 106 92 62 100 80 113 87 71 66 
100 109 91 58 98 81 116 89 75 | 66 



































117 128 86 55 85 69 101 71 77 | 64 
91 95 89 58 84 73 102 74 81 69 
101 | 108 87 47 85 75 94 67 88 71 
103 88 90 94 78 
107 84 90 96 80 
105 81 91 101 78 
101 80 97 101 79 
99 107 110 79 
98 76 86 93 75 
105 











Answers in Parliament 


The following are recent answers to Parliamentary Questions 
of trading and industrial interest. 


‘* Hints to Business Men ”’ (22/3/45): In reply to a question 
about better supplies of these booklets, especially the one 
covering New Zealand, the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Board of Trade said: ‘‘ The brochure to which my Hon. Friend 
refers is one of a series dealing with many export markets. The 
demand for this particular booklet has greatly exceeded the 
original printing order with the result that it is temporarily out 
of stock. Reprinting is now in progress and I anticipate that a 
copy will soon be available for all those who have applied for it.” 


Letting of Government Factories (27/3/45): In reply to a 
question about the terms on which Government-built factories 
have recently been let to private companies, the President said : 
‘* As I have previously stated, the terms provide for a short- 
period rent based on 1939 values, to be adjusted later in accord- 
ance with current market values.” 

In reply to a supplementary question about whether the new 
rents to be charged are roughly the same as those now charged 
to factory agency people, the President said: ‘* Very broadly, 
but some of them have been running for some time already. 
This is a question of fixing a new rent for a new lease, and in the 
beginning the Inland Revenue authority advised us what would 
be a fair rent, on the basis of the 1939 values. It may be adjusted 
up or down after a year or two, at the request of either party.” 


Retail Licences (27/3/45): In reply to a question about the 
number of inspectors of retail premises employed in the London 
area, the President, in a written answer, said: “ Applications for 
licences to open retail shops in the London area, which includes 
Greater London, are dealt with by the London Retail Licensing 
Committee, under the chairmanship of Lord Swaythling. The 
Committee have a staff of 15, including two inspectors. I am 
taking steps to strengthen it.” 


Cartels and Monopolies (27/3/45): In reply to a question, 
addressed to the Prime Minister, about whether a decision had 
yet been reached by the Government as to setting up a court of 
monopolies or some similar body to examine or otherwise to deal 
with cartels and monopolies, the President said: ‘I have been 
asked to reply. The form of legislation necessary to give effect 
to the policy contained in paragraph 54 of the White Paper on 
Employment Policy is now being worked out.” 


Export of Scrap Iron (27/3/45). In reply to a question about the 
quantity of scrap iron exported from this country during the 
years 1936-39, the President, in a written reply, gave the 
following information :— 


Export of Iron and Steel Scrap (thousands of tons) 
1936 1937 1938 1939 
Total ao 139 231 17% 84 
To Germany ... 40 67 119 30 


Industrial Property Rights (27/3/45): In reply to a question 
about what steps were contemplated for the post-war re-establish- 
ment and restoration of industrial property rights, and whether 
the procedure would be by agreement among different countries, 


form part of the treaties of peace, the President, in a written 
answer, said: ‘‘ ] am not sure exactly what classes of rights my 
Hon. Friend has in mind. Post-war arrangements must be 
concerted with our Allies, and it is not possible at present to give 
a definite answer to the second part of the Question.” 


Enemy Trade Marks (29/3/45) : In reply toa question about what 
steps are being taken to avoid all enemy trade marks in countries 
now at war with Germany and Japan, or which have remained 
neutral during the war periods, the President said: ‘‘ This 
question, which involves consultation with our Allies, is under 
consideration.” 
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Trade of Wholesale: Textile Houses 


To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining the 
method by which these statistics are compiled has been omitted ; 
it was described in the Board of Trade Journal, 10th February. 


LEADING FEATURES OF THE FEBRUARY FIGURES 
Sales: Home trade sales have been high in all recent Feb- 
ruarys, because retailers have taken delivery of Spring goods a 
month earlier than was normal in peace-time so as to be sure of 
supplies. Both this year and last, moreover, the demand was 
further stimulated by the coupon release on Ist February, 
which made retailers anxious to replace the goods which they 
had sold. 

The index of 131 for total home sales is 26 per cent. above the 
average for the previous twelve months, and is the highest on 
record for any month. Sales of both women’s and children’s 
wear and men’s and boys’ wear were also higher than in any earlier 
month, and the latter showed a rise of no less than 32 per cent. 
over the previous average. 

Compared with a year ago total sales were up by 8-4 per cent., 
and the most important category, women’s and children’s wear, 
showed a similar rise. Men’s and boys’ wear was outstanding 
with an increase of 22-5 per cent.; for the two months to date 
it shows a rise of 25 per cent. 


Stocks : The very high sales in February naturally produced a 
fall in stocks, and the index for the total fell by 12 per cent. 
compared with January, to the lowest figure since June 1941. 
The two main sections showed rather bigger falls. 


a 


Compared with a year earlier total stocks were down by 
31-6 per cent. Dress materials and men’s and boys’ wear show the 
biggest falls—nearly 40 per cent. for the former—and household 
piece-goods the only rise (1-3 per cent.). 


PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR 1944 
Sales Stocks at 
Class of Merchandise | end of 
February | January to| February 
February | 





Household piece-goods... see 114+] 108-7 | 1018 
Dress materials ... eh PLP 98-6 111-1 60-3 
Women’s and children’s wear ... 108-6 116-6 67:1 
Gloves... bbs oe ob’ 68-0 84:7 74:1 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... bai 122°5 125-2 62°3 
Boots and shoes * xr wed 95-8 107°1 65-2 
Furnishings ane eae ‘aa 95-2 103-9 717-9 
Fancy departments... re 105-8 104-8 78:1 
Sports and travel * iw aes 97-4 101-1 95-2 
Miscellaneous... ee “ne 83:3 86-9 | 90-9 


Total (including some items not 
allocated to classes) ... pet 108-4 114-8 | 68-4 











* Reporting houses do relatively little business in these categories, 
and the figures may not be representative of the trade of the country 
taken as a whole. 


Index Numbers of Sales and Stocks * 


(Base: Average of 1942 = 100) 





| Total Home Trade 





\ 
Month — 
| Normal 


| movement {| 


Women’s and 
Children’s Wear t 


Spee 


seasonal | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 tie: ‘shee 1945 soa aoe 1944 | 1945 


Piece Goods f 
(Dress Materials) 


a 


| 
Men’s and Boys’ Wear f| 


1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 











SALEs * 





January ies tis 55 78 82 70. 88 75 
February ... se 80 116 | 110 | 121 | 131 | 116 
March ase ts 119 118 | 107 | 124§ 119 
April ie eas 109 106 | 104 | 106 109 
May is ass 106 99 | 97 | 109; 97 
June aed ies 90 104 79 85 104 
July “ne ix 67 89 12 79 85 
August ies bea 7 90 75 | 106 89 
September ... as 137 103 | 113 | 119 105 
October ass is 138 118 | 111 | 127 124 
November ... see 122 105 95 | 109 106 
December ... see 106 74 70 77 71 

Year oa 100 100 | 93 | 103 100 




















$79 | 69| 90] 75} 62] 52| 68} 96] 120] 93] 116 
108 | 125 | 136 | 119 | 110 | 110 | 135 | 120 | 119 | 117 | 116 
108 | 127 118 | 102 | 121 138 | 117 | 120 

106 | 110 111 | 102 | 101 111 | 109 | 105 

95 | 112 105 | 99 | 108 112 | 107 | 117 

75 | 88 100 | 80] 8: 107 | 97} 96 

66 | 79 91 | 65 | 75 71| 79} 86 

77 | 110 82 | 69 | 110 85 | 67 | 95 

117 | 124 105 | 113 | 123 91} 98| 97 

115 | 133 115 | 110 | 132 97 | 99 | 105 

92 | 109 110 | 103 | 122 88 | 79 | 86 | 

65 | 77 69 | 71 | 76 84 | 78 | 80 








a ee a a See a — 


100 | 91 | 101 100 | 97 





92 | 105 

















Srocks (at end of month)* 





















































| 
January... see 95 108 | 112 | 121 90 | 104 | 116 | 130 96 | 113 | 114 | 144 | 103 | 108 | 110 | 114 71 
February... ove 107 103 | 111 | 116 79 | 102 | 113 | 123 82 | 111 | 119 | 143 89 | 103 | 114 | 113 68 
March wes sue 106 98 | 111 | 108 98 | 115 | 115 106 | 119 | 135 91 |} 113 | 101 
April ots oe 103 93 | 108 | 103 92 | 110 | 106 98 | 117 | 127 86 | 110 | 101 
May oes 298 99 94 | 108 97 92 } lll 99 92 | 119 | 122 92 | 107 93 
June wis ies 94 95 | 112 | 103 95 | 117 | 105 93 | 133 | 127 89 | 104 97 
July eee eas 101 102 | 125 | 108 104 | 133 } 114 97 | 143 | 129 104 | 116 97 
August és as 111 105 | 127 99 107 | 136 | 102 103 | 147 | 115 103 | 120 94 
September ... seo 107 105 | 119 88 108 | 126 90 101 | 139 | 101 104 | 117 85 
October bas eee 101 99 | 113 80 100 | 119 79 95 | 136 92 104 | 113 79 
November ... ode 95 96 | 111 80 96 | 118 81 90 | 133 90 108 | 112 79 
December ... see 81 102 | 111 85 102 | 120 88 101 | 134 99 108 | 105 78 
Year eee 100 100 | 114 99 100 | 119 | 103 100 | 129 | 119 100 | 112 94 | 
| 

















in prices. 
t Based on 1935 to 1938. 


* Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value of both sales and stocks; the figures are not corrected for changes 


} Including exports, which form only a small part of the total. 
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Official Announcements Affecting 
Trade and Industry 


Note: Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 
or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Trade with France : The conclusion of the Anglo-French Finan- 
cial Agreement (Cmd. 6613) and the issue of S. R. & O. Nos. 346, 
347 and 348 of 1945 whereby current trade with France has been 
freed from restrictions imposed by the Trading with the Enemy 
Act, 1939, mean that banking and commercial relations with 
France can be renewed and that payment can be made on new 
transactions entered into after 29th March 1943 without obliga- 
tion to pay to the Custodian of Enemy Property. 

The Board of Trade consequently wish to draw the attention 
of traders to the general conditions which now obtain in respect 
of trading with France. 

Remittances from France in respect of commercial trans- 
actions require the permission of the French Foreign Exchange 
Control, and it would normally be the concern of the French 
importer to obtain such permission. There are no restrictions 
on the receipt of money from France through banking channels 
in respect of commercial transactions. Franc balances must, 
however, be offered for sale to the Treasury and this should be 
done through a bank. 

For the present, however, exports to France will be subject 
to certain limiting factors, both as to the type of goods required 
by the French authorities, and the methods of importing adopted 
by them. The primary French needs will be for goods needed 
for the reconstruction of their economy. To ensure that the 
limited shipping and internal transport available are put to the 
best possible use to relieve urgent and vital demands, the French 
Government finds it necessary for the present to limit imports 
from the United Kingdom to those goods included in the French 
Import programme bought on Government account by their 
purchasing missions here. An order from the French Purchasing 
Mission in London implies that the necessary freight and currency 
will be made available. 

In general, no useful purpose will be served by British ex- 
porters applying direct to the French Purchasing Mission in 
London with a view to adding items to the programme. 
It is for the importers in France to ask, through their 
trade organisations, for the inclusion of their requirements in 
the French Import Programme. It may, however, be useful for 
British exporters to get in touch with their customers in France 
and give them all relevant information as to their possibilities 
of export to France. Goods subject to United Kingdom export 
control to all destinations, even though purchased by the French 
Purchasing Mission, will, of course, require export licences, 
applications for which should be made to Export Licensing 
Department, 4 Fenchurch Avenue, London, E.C.3. 

Remittances to France in respect of imports from that country 
would require the permission of the United Kingdom Exchange 
Control and United Kingdom importers should apply to their 
bankers. At present, imports from France are limited to goods 
imported on Government account. When arrangements have 
been made for imports of any types of goods from France on 
private account, traders will be informed in the usual manner. 
Meanwhile no applications for licences to import goods from 
France should be made to the Import Licensing Department. 


* 


France and Monaco : Removal of Trade Control : The Treasury 
and Board of Trade draw attention to the provisions of : 

(a) the Trading with the Enemy (Authorisation) France and 
Monaco) Order, 1945, dated 29th March 1945 (8S. R. & O. 1945 
No. 346, price 1d.) ; 

(6) the Trading with the Enemy (Transfer of Negotiable 
Instruments, ete.) (France and Monaco) Order, 1945, dated 29th 
March 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 347, price 1d.) ; 

(c) the Trading with the Enemy (Custodian) (Amendment) 
(France and Monaco) Order, 1945, dated 29th March 1945 
(S. R. & O. 1945 No. 348, price 1d.). 

The general effect of these Orders is that those provisions of 
the Trading with the Enemy Act, 1939, and the Custodian Order, 
1939, which remained in force after the liberation of Metropolitan 
France and the Principality of Monaco now cease to apply in 
respect of money and property accruing on or after 29th March 
1945, to persons resident in that territory. Money which becomes 
payable to persons resident in France (or to certain concerns 
controlled by such persons) on or after 29th March 1945, and 
property coming into their ownership on or after 29th March 
1945, cease to be subject to the control of the Custodian of 
Enemy Property. 


Money which has become due before 29th March 1945, but has 
not yet been paid or held to the order of the Custodian, remains 
payable to the Custodian. Similarly, property in the United 
Kingdom which before 29th March 1945 was subject to report 
to the Custodian remains property to which Article 4 of the 
Trading with the Enemy (Custodian) Order 1939, still applies 
and must not be parted with or dealt with without the consent 
of the Board of Trade. 

The Orders also lift the application of Sections 4 and 5 of 
the Trading with the Enemy Act, 1939, in respect of certain 
transactions which may be effected on or after 29th March 1945, 
The transactions which are now sanctioned comprise the assign- 
ment of choses in action, the transfer of negotiable instruments, 
the transfer of coupons or other securities transferable by de- 
livery which are not negotiable instruments, and the transfer of 
United Kingdom registered securities which have been acquired 
on or after 29th March 1945. 

The obstacles in the way of trading with persons in France 
which arose out of the Trading with the Enemy legislation have 
now been removed. Banking channels between the two coun- 
tries are now restored subject to the operation of the Defence 
(Finance) Regulations, about which any persons intending to have 
transactions with France should consult their bankers. Atten- 
tion is drawn to the necessity for compliance with other regula- 
tions, e.g. Defence (Finance) Regulations, Export and Import 
licensing and the parallel regulations of the French Government. 
The actual undertaking of commercial transactions must depend 
on the availability of the necessary physical facilities, e.g. supply 
of goods, transport, ete. 


* 


Cinematograph Films (Registration) Regulations: An Order, 
entitled “‘ The Cinematograph Films (Registration) Amendment 
Regulations, 1945” (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 276, price 3d.), has been 
made by the Board of Trade and comes into force on 9th April 
1945, and amends Regulation 13 of the Cinematograph Films 
(Registration) Regulations, 1938. The amended Regulation 
provides that the prescribed registration particulars which a 
renter is required to send to an exhibitor to whom he delivers a 
registered film must be sent in an invoice or other document 
not later than the date on which the film is delivered. 

The Order also prescribes a revised version of Registration 
Form C (‘ Evidence of British Nature of a Film’’). The new 
form makes it clear that no item of labour costs may be returned 
as “‘ payable ” under paragraph 8 of the form unless the payment 
is definite and falls due for payment on a definite date so that 
payments contingent on e.g. the earnings of profits may not be 
included. Copies of the new form (which supersedes the existing 
version) nay be obtained on application to the Assistant Secre- 
tary, Cinematograph Films Branch, Board of Trade, 1-6 
Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 


* 


Prints of British Films for Export: Under the provisions of 
Article 4 of the Cinematograph Film (Control) Order, 1943 
(see Board of Trade Journal, 27th March 1943, pages 118-119), 
newsreel prints and prints of British films made solely for 
reproduction or exhibition elsewhere than in the British Isles, 
are exempted from the licensing requirements of the Order. 

The present serious shortage of film stock, however, has made 
it necessary to cancel this exemption. A new Order, The Cine- 
matograph Film (Control) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 337, 
price Id.), carrying this change into effect, has accordingly now 
been made by the Board of Trade and comes into force on 
llth April 1945. As from that date prints, whether positive or 
negative, of British films, including newsreels, may not be 
acquired for export to destinations other than Eire except under 
the authority of a licence granted by the Board of Trade. 

Applications for such licences should be addressed to the 
Assistant Secretary, Board of Trade, I. & M. Department (Div. I), 
1.C. House, Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 

Prints supplied by a renter for exhibition in Eire remain un- 
affected by the new Order, but the renter must, as heretofore, 
have a licence in the “R,” “‘ND” or “ PAD” series before 
he may acquire prints for this purpose from a laboratory. 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS—continuwed 

Export Licensing : The Export of Goods (Control) (No. 3) Order, 
1945 (S. R. & O. 1945, No. 357, price 1d.) issued by the Board of 
Trade, on 30th March 1945, and operative as from 9th April 1945, 
makes relaxations in the control of exports. 

The goods affected by the Order are dealt with in detail below. 

I. The following items have been removed from the Schedule 
to the Export of Goods (Control) (No. 10) Order, 1943, and 
consequently require licences only when exported to those 
destinations * to which the expoft of all goods is controlled :— 

Crayons, chalks, pastels and pencils, wholly or partly of wax. 

Non-ferrous metals and alloys thereof, the following :— 
Magnesium and manganese. 

Thermite. 

Manufactures wholly or mainly of non-ferrous (other than 
precious) metal, the following :— 

Furnishing hardware and ironmongery, the following :— 
Bathroom and lavatory fittings. 
Brackets (angle, rail and shelf). 
Carpet pins and-fasteners. 
Curtain hooks, pins and rings and other curtain fittings. 
Draining boards (domestic). 
Hooks (coat, hat, moulding and picture). 
Picture hangers and suspenders. 
Sink strainers. 
Splash preventers, anti-splash nozzles and similar 
devices. 
Springs. 
Stair rods and other stair fittings, including treads. 
Wash-hand basin brackets and stands. 

Manufactures wholly or mainly of non-precious metal, the 
following :— 

Hose clips; plates of the kinds used with addressing, 
duplicating, listing and other office machines, whether 
bearing an inscription or design or not. 

Manufactures wholly or partly of non-precious metal, the 
following :— 

Vacuum flasks, vacuum jars and similar vacuum vessels 
and parts thereof. ; 

Staple fibre and other waste wholly or partly of artificial silk. 

Silica ware, scientific. 

Thermometers, clinical. 

II. The following amendments have been made to the 
Schedule to the Order :— 

Group 5. The item “ Refractory blocks, bricks and tiles of 
chromite, chromite-magnesite, dolomite, magnesite and silica ” 
has been deleted and the following substituted : 

Refractory blocks, bricks and tiles of silica. 

Group 6(1). The item relating to aluminium and alloys 
mainly thereof has been deleted and replaced by :- 

Aluminium and alloys mainly thereof in the form of billets, 
blocks, blooms, cakes, grains, granules, ingots, leaf and 
foil in all forms (whether or not backed with other materials), 
lumps, notch bars, pellets, powder (other than flake), shot, 
slabs, sticks and wirebars. 

The heading relating to non-ferrous metals and alloys thereof 
has been amended to exclude alloys mainly of aluminium, 
magnesium, manganese and mercury. 

Group 6 (2). The item “Cocks, taps, traps and valves for 
controlling gases, liquids and vapours”’ has been deleted from 
under the heading relating to manufactures wholly or mainly of 
non-precious metal and inserted under the heading relating to 
manufactures wholly or mainly of non-ferrous (other than 
precious) metal. 

The following amendments apply to items under the heading 
‘“* Manufactures wholly or mainly of non-precious metal” :— 

The item ‘‘ Boot and shoe studs, spikes, tips and protectors ”’ 
has been deleted and the following substituted :— 

Boot and shoe studs, hob nails, spikes, tips and protectors. 

(Note. This item should be read in conjunction with that 
relating to nails and tacks mentioned below.) 

The item ‘“ Nails (including hob nails) and tacks” has been 

deleted and the following substituted :— 

Nails and tacks, the following :— 

Wire nails. 
Cut nails and tacks, not exceeding 14 inches in length. 

The item relating to hooks, eyes and loops has been deleted and 
replaced by the item :— 





* The following are the destinations for which licences are required 
for all goods : 

Andorra. 

Burma. 

China. 

Liechtenstein. 

Portugal (including Madeira, the Azores and the Cape Verde 
Islands). 

Spain (including the Canary Islands and the Spanish Zone of 
Morocco). 

Sweden. 

Switzerland. 

Tangier Zone. 

Enemy Territories. 
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Tapes fitted with hooks, eyes or loops, designed for stitching 

to apparel. 

The item ‘‘ Trunks, suitcases, attaché cases, handbags, purses 
and similar receptacles, and parts thereof ’’ has been deleted and 
the following substituted :— 

Trunks, suitcases, attaché cases, handbags, purses and similar 

receptacles. 

Group 7. Drawing and painting boards have been added to 
the list of exceptions to the item relating to paper and paper 
board. 

Group 10. The item “ Trunks, suitcases, attaché cases and 
other travelling bags’? has been deleted and the following 
substituted :— 

Trunks, suitcases, attaché cases and other travelling bags, 
but not including such articles made wholly or mainly of 
wood or textile material. 

Group 12 (2). The item “ Electric filament lamps and parts 
thereof”? has been deleted and the following substituted : 

Electric filament lamps and parts, the following : 

Carbon filament lamps. 
Tubular filament lamps. 
Other electric filament lamps of a rating not exceeding 

50 volts. 

Parts of electric filament lamps. 
Watt-hour meters have been excluded from the item 
ments for indicating, measuring, recording or testing electrical 
properties or quantities.” 

III. The following goods have been added to Article 5 (m) of 
the Order and are therefore released from export licensing 
requirements unless exported to those destinations to which the 
export of all goods is controlled : 

Metal polishes (liquid). 

Hose clips. 

IV. Domestic sewing machines exported to Empire destina- 
tions have been released from the requirements of export licensing. 

V. Export licensing control has been removed from the goods 
specified at (a) below, when exported to the destinations listed 
at (5). 

(a) Iron and steel (including alloy steel) in the following 
forms, but not including goods specified in any Group 
in the First Schedule to the Order other than Group 6 (1) :— 

Angles, shapes and sections, whether fabricated or 
not, including hollow mining drill steel but not 
including machinery parts. 

Bars and rods, including hollow mining drill steel, 
but not including wire rods of 0-200 inches or more 
in diameter in coils. 

Blooms, billets and slabs. 

Girders, beams, joists and pillars, whether fabricated 
or not. 

Hoop and strip. 

Ingots. 

Plates and sheets of all kinds of a thickness of } inch 
or over. 

Tubes, pipes and pipe and tube fittings. 

Wire, the following :- 

Barbed wire. 
Single-strand wire (uninsulated) but not including 
such wire of 0-200 inches or more in diameter in 


Instru- 


coils. 

Manufactures wholly or mainly of iron or steel (including 

alloy steel), the following : 
Colliery arches and pit props. 

Railway and tramway material, the following : 

Points, switches and crossings, chairs, fish plates and 
sole plates, tie bars and rail brakes. 

Wheels, tyres and axles. 

Wire netting, wire fencing, wire mesh, wire cloth and 
gauze. 

Manufactures wholly or mainly of non-precious metal, the 
following :- 

Bolts, whether threaded or not, bolt ends, set screws and 
screw studs, and other screws for metal, and nuts, whether 
tapped or not (including washers assembled with any of 
these articles). 

Screws for wood, including coach screws, screw eyes, screw 
hooks, screw rings and screw knobs. 

(6) Aden (Colony and Protectorate). 
Bahamas. 
Barbados. 
Bermuda. 
British Guiana. 
British Honduras. 
British Solomon Islands Protectorate. 
Ceylon. 
Cyprus. 
Ralkland Islands and Dependencies. 
Fiji. 
Gambia (LUnny and Protectorate). 
Gibraltar. 
Gilbert and Ellice Isms Colony. 
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Gold Coast. 

Jamaica (including Turks and Caicos Islands and the 
Cayman Islands). 

Kenya (Colony and Protectorate). 

Leeward Islands. 

Malta. 

Mauritius. 

New Hebrides. 

Nigeria. 

Northern Rhodesia. 

Nyasaland Protectorate. 

St. Helena and Ascension. 

Seychelles. 

Sierra Leone (Colony and Protectorate). 

Tanganyika Territory. 

Tonga. 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

Uganda Protectorate. 

Windward Islands. 

Zanzibar Protectorate. 

VI. The following countries have been removed from the list 

of destinations to which the export of all goods is prohibited : 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
Turkey, including the Hatay. 
tio de Oro. 

Exporters will, of course, appreciate that the above notice 
refers to export licensing requirements only and does not in any 
way affect the regulations which may be in force governing the 
manufacture of goods, including manufacture for export. 


* 


Utility Furniture Finishing Materials: The Ministry of Supply 
have agreed to make available for utility furniture production 
the necessary materials for a cellulose or shellac finish. The 
Board of Trade will, therefore, shortly be issuing to all designated 
firms revised specifications. 

In the meantime the industry will want to know how they will 
obtain their supplies. The Department will issue to each desig- 
nated firm a form of certificate authorising it to acquire a given 
gallonage or cellulose or shellac polish or both, in accordance 
with the information already furnished by designated firms on 
the type of polish normally used. Separate certificates will be 
passed on to the firm’s polish supplier. In cases where a firm 
wishes to buy either type of polish from more than one supplier, 
the Department will be prepared to split the certificate, within 
reasonable limits. 

In addition to issuing revised specifications, the Department 
will provide each designated firm with a new set of sample panels 
to illustrate the ‘‘ approved ” finish. They will also arrange for 
an extra quantity of these to be available for polish and lacquer 
manufacturers who wish to purchase them for their own use. 

It is hoped that the certificates and panels will be issued to 
designated firms during the course of next month so that the 
revised specifications can be brought into effect on Ist May or 
soon afterwards. 


* 


Furniture Production Officers : Further Appointments: Owing 
to the increase in the number of firms now designated to manu- 
facture Utility Furniture, the Board of Trade have found it 
necessary to appoint the following additional Production 
Officers : 

North Western Area : E. Baily-Robinson, Esq., Board of Trade, 
Boots Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. 

North Eastern Area: R. Lightowler, Esq., Board of Trade, 
Sheldon House, Queen Street, Leeds, 1. 

Scotland: W. C. Bennet, Esq., Board of Trade, 38 Queen 
Street, Glasgow, C.1. 


o 


Activities of Furniture Production Committee: ‘The Furniture 
Production Committee was set up by the President of the Board 
of Trade following the recommendations made in the second 
interim report of the Furniture Industry Post-war Reconstruc- 
tion Committee. The Committee were appointed to enable 
the President to have the help and advice, not only of his officials, 
but also of other persons with special qualifications whom he 
has personally selected from outside the Department. It will 
be recognised that in these circumstances any member of the 
Committee who happens to be in the furniture trade is not a 
delegate or representative of any particular section of the industry 
but gives confidential advice. based on his special knowledge of 
the industry, in an individual capacity. 

The Committee’s terms of reference are “to advise the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade on questions relating to the manu- 
facture of furniture having special reg to the need of ample 
supplies of good domestic furnitme~ at moderate prices.” 
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The Utility Furniture Advisory Committee continue to advise 
the President on designs and specifications of utility furniture, 
but the two Committees keep in close touch and it will be 
observed that there are six members of the Utility Furniture 
Advisory Committee who are also members of the Production 
Committee and that the chairman of each Committee is Mr. 
Charles Tennyson, C.M.G. 

The Committee are making a wide examination of the 
problems involved in the transition froni war to peace production, 
upon which they are putting forward their own views and 
recommendations. The President of the Board of Trade also 
refers to them from time to time the special problems upon 
which he requires an immediate expression of opinion. The 
Committee have before them the three reports made by the 
Furniture Industry Post-war Reconstruction Committee and 
other suggestions and recommendations made by various bodies 
and individuals. 

The Committee are studying the difficulties of furniture 
production, having regard to the availability of supplies of raw 
materials and of labour. They have. under consideration the 
problem of how and by what stages furniture firms now on war 
work can return to the industry, and they are giving special 
attention to the difficulties of the closed firms and of those 
returning from the Forces who were manufacturers before the 
war. 

Questions which arise out of the present system of licensing, 
e.g., for the alteration and conversion of furniture or for acquiring 
machine tools are other examples of matters now being considered, 


* 


Woven Furniture Reconstruction Committee: The Board of 
Trade have received an interim report from the Woven Furniture 
Reconstruction Committee, which gives detailed information 
about the structure of the industry, of its labour force and 
factory space, and of its requirements of various raw materials. 
The report makes recommendations about the production of 
woven furniture conforming to a minimum standard of quality, 
and in particular proposes specifications for a standard chair to 
be made in the interim period while supplies of materials are 
still very limited. . 


* 


Machinery, Plant and Appliances (Control) Orders: The Machi- 
nery Licences Division of the Board of Trade has now been 
merged with the Industries and Manufactures (Engineering) 
Department. In future all applications for licences to supply 
controlled goods under the Machinery, Plant and Appliances 
Orders, and all related correspondence, should be addressed to 
the Assistant Secretary, Industries and Manufactures (Engi- 
neering) Department, Board of Trade, Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


* 


Manufacture of Fur Apparel on Commission : The Board of 
Trade have issued a general licence under the Consumer Ration- 
ing Order (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 339, price 1d.) which came into 
force on 5th April 1945. Under this licence a furrier who employs 
a chambermaster to make up fur apparel for him on commission 
may supply rationed material to the chambermaster for use in 
the linings, without the surrender of coupons, and the chamber- 
master may supply the completed garments to the furrier without 
the surrender of coupons, except for any rationed material that 
he may himself have added. Traders are reminded that Article 51 
of the Consumer Rationing (Consolidation) Order, 1944 provides 
that, where a licence authorises the supply of rationed goods for 
any specified purposes, no person having knowledge of the terms 
of the licence shall use those goods otherwise than for that 
purpose. Accordingly a chambermaster to whom a furrier 
supplies rationed material coupon-free for use in the manufac- 
ture of fur apparel on commission may not use that material for 
any other purpose. 


* 


Dutch Concerns Transferred to Dutch Overseas Territory : With 
reference to the notice under the above heading in Board of Trad: 
Journal, 22nd May 1942 (page 264), following are further con- 
cerns which the Netherlands Government has certified as having 
transferred their seats from the Netherlands or the Netherlands 
East Indies : 

Seat transferred to Curagao. 

N.V. van Leer’s Optische Industrie. 

Vereenigd Acoustisch Bedrijf (Associated Acoustics) N.V. 

N.V. Stvumvisscherij Maatschappij ‘‘ Mercurius.”’ 

N.V. Handel-Maatschappij “‘ Umbria.” 


* 
Towels for Catering Establishments and Food Traders : A further 


ration of towels and tea towels for catering establishments and 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS — continued 


workers in food trades will be available from 30th April 1945. 
The allowance of coupons will be at the same rate as for last 
year. Small establishments and public-houses with less than 
six workers who received a ration in 1943 to to last them until 
1945 may now apply again for a further ration of towel certifi- 
cates which wil! cover their needs until April 1947. 

Application should in aJl cases be addressed to the Local Food 
Office. 


* 


Utility Apparel : The Board of Trade have issued the Utility 
Apparel (Men’s and Boys’ Shirts, Underwear and Nightwear) 
(No. 6) Directions, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 285), price 5d.), 
which come into force on 9th April 1945. These Directions 
amend and consolidate the previous Directions (see Board of 
Trade Journal, 25th December 1943, page 477, and 15th January 
1944, page 20, and 5th August 1944, page 290) which are 
revoked. The main changes are as follows : 

(1) All prices have now been increased to take into account 
increased costs of production. 

(2) Among the additional garments for which prices are now 
fixed are poplin shirts from cloth Specification No. 3025 and Wool 
Pyjamas from cloth Specification No. 240. 

(3) Cellular cloth (Specifications Nos. 3250 and 3251) can 
now be used for men’s and boys’ shirts and boys’ blouses in 
addition to men’s vests and pants as previously specified. 

(4) Collars may now be backed with utility cloth Specification 
No. 3039. Increased prices have been fixed to allow for the extra 
cost involved or alternatively to cover the cost of fused collars. 

{n order to assist manufacturers to produce shirts of “ special 
sizes,” the Board of Trade are willing to consider applications 
for permission to make these garments at prices exceeding the 
utility ceiling prices. Such applications should be accompanied 
by costings, together with details of the approximate number of 
garments to be made during the next six months. 


* 


Supply of Lasts: The Board of Trade have issued an Order 
(S. R. & O. 1945 No. 343, price 1d.) which revokes the Lasts 
(Control) Order 1944 (see Board of Trade Journal, 26th August 
1944, page 315). The new Order comes into operation on Ist 
April 1945 and removes all restrictions on the manufacture and 
supply of lasts. 

The manufacturing capacity of the Lasts industry is, however, 
still strictly limited and the Manufacturer’s Associations con- 
cerned have undertaken that orders should be placed and accepted 
in accordance with the priorities agreed with the Controller .of 
Footwear. Footwear manufacturers are therefore asked to place 
their orders for new lasts with strict moderation. 


* 


Exports to Iceland and the Faroe Islands: Hitherto applications 
for licences to export certain goods to Iceland and to the Faroe 
Islands have been considered only on the basis of reeommenda- 
tions received from His Majesty’s Consul-General, Reykjavik 
and His Majesty’s Consul at Thorshavn. Such recommendations 
are no longer required in respect of any exports to Iceland or the 
Faroe Islands, and exporters are requested not to ask their 
clients in these countries to apply for them. 

It should be noted that recommendations from the Icelandic, 
Danish or Faroese authorities have never been required and 
continue to be unnecessary. 


* 


Refined Arsenic : The Ministry of Supply have decided to reduce 
the present selling price of Refined Arsenic (all grades) by £10 
per ton as from Tuesday 3rd April 1945. 


* 


Approval of Permitted Prices: The Central Price Regulation 
Committee have approved the following maximum prices for 
Humberstone Leather Shoes (Stitchdown process) manufactured by 
Gutta-Percha and Rubber (London) Ltd., 146 Nether Street, 
Finchley, N.3. 


Infants’ Child’s Misses’ 
sizes 5-6 ~=sizes 7-10 sizes 11—2 
Importer’s maximum priceon s. d. a. -d, Be a 
asaletoawholesaler ... 6 34 7 6 8 3} 
Importer’s maximum price on 
a sale to a retailer ee ee 8 10 9 9 


Wholesalers’ and retailers’ maximum selling prices of these 
shoes are fixed by the Miscellaneous Goods (Import and Pre- 
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vented Export) (Maximum Prices) Order, 1943 (see Board of 
Trade Journal, 11th September 1943, page 338) as follows :— 


Infants’ Child’s Misses’ 
sizes 5-6 ~—s sizes 7-10 sizes 11-2 
Wholesaler’s maximum price s. d. es. d. a. dd. 
on a sale to a retailer ... i 8 10 9 9 
Retailer’s maximum price on 
a sale to a retail custo- 
mer are ee vie ll vo 13 3 14 8 


* 


Shipping on Statutory Prohibited List: There is no change 
to report in Statutory List ““A” as published in Board of 
Trade Journal, 24th March 1945, pages 121-122. 


* 


Purchase Tax: Utility Metal Bedsteads : The Treasury hereby 
give notice pursuant to the provisions of Section 20 of the 
Finance (No. 2) Act, 1940, that they propose to make an Order 
directing that purchase tax shall cease to be chargeable on bed- 
steads made wholly or mainly of metal to which the utility 
mark CC41I has been applied. 

Any representations which interested parties desire to make 
in regard to this proposal should be addressed in writing to the 
Commissioners of Customs and Excise, City Gate House, Finsbury 
Square, E.C.2, not later than Friday 13th April 1945. 


* 


Corn Prices in England and Wales: The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries states that the average prices of corn per hundred- 
weight in the week ended 24th March 1945 were wheat 14s. 10d. ; 
barley, 24s. 8d.; and oats, 18s. Ild.; and in the week ended 
3lst March, were wheat, 14s. 10d.; barley, 24s. 7d.; and oats, 
18s. 5d. 


* 


Postal Service to Italy : The Postmaster-General announces that 
as from 2nd April the limit of weight for letters and letter packets 
for those parts of Italy to which a postal service from this country 
is in operation will be raised to 2 lb.—postage 3d. for the first 
ounce and 14d. for each additional ounce. The contents for such 
packets must be limited to correspondence and documents ; 
the despatch of goods and commodities of any kind being strictly 
prohibited. Business communications must be confined to those 
ascertaining facts and exchanging information. Senders must 
comply with the Censorship Permit Regulations. 


* 


Postal Service to France: The Postmaster-General announces 
that the postal service at present in operation to most areas of 
France, i.e. non-illustrated postcards, letters and letter packets 
(maximum weight 4 lb.) and printed and commercial papers 
(maximum weight | lb.) has been extended to the department 
of Meuse. 

Non-illustrated postcards and letters up to | oz. in weight may 
now be sent to the department of Doubs; and non-illustrated 
postcards (only) to the departments of Haute-Saéne, Meurthe- 
et-Moselle, Vosges and the territory of Belfort. 

Business communications are confined to ascertaining facts 
and exchanging information. 


* 


Postal Services to British Guiana: The Postmaster-General 
announces that the registered letter and parcel post services to 
British Guiana, which were recently suspended, have now been 
resumed, but neither letters not parcels can yet be accepted for 
insurance. 


* 


P.O.W. and Civilian Internees in Far East: The Postmaster- 
General announces that the charge for the special air mail post- 
cards for writing to prisoners of war and civilian internees in 
Japanese hands was reduced from 3d. to 1}d., on and from 
2nd April. The postcards will be on sale at the principal Post 
Offices, where unused cards of the old value may be exchanged 
on the basis of two new cards for one old one during the month 
of April. Any cards of the old value which are posted will, 
however, be forwarded to destination with the new cards. 
Letters and private postcards can be sent only by surface mail, 
which is post free. Under Japanese regulations no communica- 
tion may exceed 25 words. 


(Continued on page 155) 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff 
~ Changes 


The following is an extract from a Press Notice recently issued 
by the Government of India in the Department of Commerce : 


Post-War Requirements of Capital Goods: At the meeting of 
the Industries Policy Committee held at Bombay on the 26th 
October 1944, the Hon’ble Member for Planning and > iin 
ment outlined the arrangements contemplated by the Govern- 
ment of India for registration of post-war requirements of 
capital goods. Government have now finalised these arrange- 
ments and have addressed Chambers of Commerce and Industrial 
Associations on the subject. 

It is understood that industrialists in other countries are 
already, in expectation of an early ending of the war, placing 
orders for their post-war requirements of capital goods for 
rehabilitation and expansion of industry. It is therefore desir s ble 
that Indian industrialists should lose no time in booking their 
orders, and the Government of India are anxious to render all 
possible assistance in enabling Indian industry to obtain its 
requirements. 

3. With this end in view, it has been decided that firms who 
have placed or intend to place orders for post-war requirements 
of capital goods from overseas should be called upon to register 
their orders with Government. The definition of the term 

capital goods ”’ for the purposes of this scheme, has been based 
on the Import Trade Control Schedule, and has been explained 
in detail in a letter to Chambers of Commerce and Industrial 
Associations. Orders for goods which are expected to be shipped 
before Ist July 1945 need not be registered; for such goods 
import licences should be applied for in the ordinary way. Ail 
orders for capital goods which are likely to be shipped after that 
date should however be registered, except that it is not necessary 
to register orders for machine tools of an estimated f.o.b. value 
of less than Rs.10,000, and for other capital goods of an esti- 
mated value of less than Rs.25,000. 

4. The Chief Controller of Imports has been appointed as the 
authority to whom applications for registration should be 
addressed. He will work under the direction of a Committee 
composed of representatives of the Commerce, Supply, Indus- 
tries and Civil Supplies and Planning and Development Depart- 
ments; representatives of other Departments of Government 
will be co-opted to the Committee as and when necessary. Forms 
of application for registration may be obtained either from the 
Office of the Chief Controller of Imports or from the office of any 
Import Trade Controller. Where orders have already been 
placed, the applications should be made as soon as possible ; 
otherwise an application should be submitted when the applicant 
has estimated his requirements and is intending to place a firm 
order. Applicants will be informed as soon as possible whether 
Government agree to registration or have any objections or 
questions to raise. If no objection or question is raised within 
three months of the date of receipt of the application in the office 
of the Chief Controller of Imports, applicants will be entitled to 
assume that registration has been accepted. The Chief Con- 
troller of Imports will in any case accept registration of orders 
which were placed on and accepted by the suppliers before 
23rd December 1944. When registration is accepted, a certifi- 
cate will be issued and the importer will be expected to place his 
order, if he has not already done so. He will then be required 
to inform the Chief Controller of Imports within six months of 
the acceptance of registration whether his order has been 
accepted by the supplier. If no such information is received or 
if the importer has not applied for an extension of the period, 
he will be informed that it is proposed to cancel the registration. 
Orders considered deserving of priority will, wherever it is 
possible to do so by arrangement with the manufacturing 
country, be given a priority grading. 

5. It is probable that some form of import control will con- 
tinue for some time after the war and ‘that important licences 
will therefore be necessary. Import licences for capital goods 
falling within the scope of the registration scheme which are not 
expected to be shipped before Ist July 1945 will be granted only 
when orders have been registered with the Chief Controller of 
Imports and have been accepted by the suppliers, the fact of such 
acceptance having been duly reported to the Chief Controller of 
Imports. When import licences have been granted, Government 
will afford assistance in procurement and in shipment of the 
goods, where necessary and possible. 


va 
NEW ZEALAND 


Import Licensing—Ninth Period : With reference to the notice 
under the above heading in Board of Trade Journal lith 


March, page 114, H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at 
Wellington has reported the following further amendments to the 
schedule of import restrictions for the Ninth Period which affect 
imports from the United Kingdom : 

ex 180 (1). Towels and towelling for personal use including 
terry or Turkish and huckaback ; also tea and glass towels and 
towelling. 

Consideration will no longer be given to applications for 
licences to import the above-mentioned goods from the United 
Kingdom and the item is now to be regarded as a ‘‘ D”’ item in 
the 1945 licensing schedule. 

With reference to the statement relating to the confirmation 
of orders for towels purchased under 1944 licences (see notice in 
Board of Trade Journal, 3rd February 1945, page 46) the Com- 
missioner of Supply advises that no further confirmations of 
such orders will be made. 

218. Flooring, wall, hearth and garden tiles. 

Licences for the importation of flooring, wall, hearth and 
garden tiles from the United Kingdom during 1945 may be 
granted for amounts equivalent to the amounts of licences 
granted for imports of similar goods from the same source in 
1940. 
ex 340. Electric torch cases. 

Licences to import electric torch cases from the United King- 
dom and other British countries may be granted for amounts 
equivalent to the amounts of licences granted for imports of 
similar goods from all sources in 1941. 

The importation of cycle lamp cases will be permitted under 
these licences. 
ex 357 (5) (a). Flat band strapping. 

Applications for licences to import flat band strapping will be 
considered from regular importers thereof. 


* 


ST. LUCIA 


Customs Tariff Modifications : The Board of Trade have received 
a copy of 8. R. & O. No. 39 of 1944, dated 9th December 1944, 
which provides for the following modifications in the St. Lucia 
Customs Tariff : 

The wording in italics represents an addition to the Tariff. 
Deletions are indicated by square brackets [ J. 


j | 
Iten | British | General 
No Article Preferential | Tariff 
Tarif | 
ex 21 Butter and butter substitutes | } 
(b) Ghee per 100 Ibs. | + Free 20s. 


\(formerly 13s. 4d.) 

(c) Butter substitutes, including 
butterine, [oleomargarine] and| 

| cooking butter per 100 Ibs, 
(d) Oleomargarine per 100 Ibs. 


13s. 4d. 20s. 
Free 20s. 
\(formerly 13s. 4d.) 


Fish 

(d) Other kinds, dried [salted,] 
smoked, or pickled 

per 100 Ibs. 2s. 6d. 3s. Od. 

per 100 Ibs. + Free 3s. Od. 

(formerly 2s. 6d.) 


ex 42, 


(ce) Salted 


62 Lard [and lard substitutes] 


+ 12s. 6d. + 18s. 9d. 
(formerly 8s. 4d.) |(formerly 12s. 6d.) 
per 100 Ibs. + 6s. 10d. t+ 10s. 3d 
(formerly 3s. 6d.) (formerly 5s. 3d.) 


(a) Refined per 100 lbs. 


| per 100 Ibs. 10s. 15s. 
624| Lard substitutes . per 100 Ibs. + Free 15s, 
| (tormerly 10s.) 
ex 70 | Medicines and drugs 
| (ec) Patent medicines ad val. 20% 30% 
| (formerly 15% 
ex 75 | Oil :- ’ 
| (b) Edible per gallon + Free Od. 
| (formerly 6d.) 
79 Perfumery and toilet prepara- 
tions not including perfumed 50% 
spirits ... ad val. (formerly 30%) | (formerly 45%) 
ex 92 | Spirits :-— 
| *(c) Rum... per proof gallon 26s. 6d. 30s. 
(formerly 18s. 6d.)} (formerly 21s.) 
ex 96 | Sugar :— 
| 





(b) Unretined 


ex 101 Vegetables :— 
| (b) Onions and garlic 8s. 4d. 12s. 6d. 
per 100 Ibs. (formerly 4d.) (formerly 6d.) 











* Free of 25 per cent. surcharge. 


Duty on the goods specified above become effective from 8th 
December 1944 with the exception of those marked :— 
+ which came into effect on Ist January 1945. 
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Overseas Trade Reports and 
Statistics 


ARGENTINA 


Grain Crop—First Estimate: The first official estimate of the 
1944-45 Argentine grain crop shows a substantial decrease when 
compared with the previous (1943-44) crop, states the Assistant 
Commercial Attaché at Buenos Aires in a recent report pub- 
lished in ‘‘Commercial Intelligence Journal,” issued by the 
Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. This is due in 
part to a reduction in crop area but mainly to a prolonged 
drought. 

The 1944-45 wheat crop is now estimated at 166,689,000 
bushels as against 249,382,000 bushels for 1943-44, a decrease of 
33 per cent.; the flax-seed crop at 33,130,000 bushels as against 
61,930,000 bushels, a drop of 46-5 per cent., the rye crop at 
16,881,000 bushels as against 21,940,000 bushels, a decrease of 
23 per cent.; and the barley crop at 27,320,000 bushels (of 
which 20 million bushels are destined for the breweries) as com- 
pared with 33,012,000 bushels, a decrease of 17 per cent. The 
estimate of oats shows practically no change at 59,300,000 
bushels as against 59,964,000 bushels for 1943-44. 

The final estimate of the acreage under grain shows a decrease 
of 8-7 per cent. for wheat ; 16-8 per cent. for flax seed ; 7-3 per 
cent. for oats; 1 per cent. for barley and 11-8 per cent. for rye. 


OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS —continwed from page 153 


Mails for Forces in Mediterranean and M.E. Areas: ‘The 
Postmaster-General announces that all letters weighing not 
more than 1 ounce prepaid 1$d. and postcards prepaid Id. will 
in future be carried by air to Forces in the Aden Command, 
British North African Force, Central Mediterranean Force, East 
Africa Command, Malta Force, Middle East Force, Palestine Police 
Force, Persia and Iraq Force and in Gibraltar, thus bringing the 
service to these Forces into line with the service to the Ceylon 
Command, India Command and South East Asia Command and 
to the Royal Navy and Merchant Navy abroad. An air mail 
label should not be affixed. 

Letters for the same destinations weighing more than 1 ounce 
may be sent by air at the rate of 6d. for the first 14 ounces and 
6d. for each additional 4 ounce and should have an air mail label 
affixed ; or they may be sent by surface conveyance at the rate 
of 24d. for the first 2 ounces and Id. for each additional ounce. 

For Gibraltar, the existing air mail rates will continue to apply 
to letters for air conveyance exceeding 1} ounces. Above this 
weight the present rates are more favourable than the new 
Forces rate. 

There will be no change in the existing mail services to Forces 
overseas Other than those mentioned above. 


* 


British Standard Specifications : The British Standards Institution 
have just issued two specifications for Synthetic Resin Adhesives 
for Wood. B.S. 1203 provides the methods of test and technical 
details of synthetic resin adhesives of the phenolic and amino- 
plastic types intended for the manufacture of flat or curved 
plywood. Details are given of close-contact adhesives for use 
hot or cold in liquid, powder or film form. B.S. 1204, Cold 
Setting Synthetic Resin Adhesives for Constructional Work in 
Wood, provides for adhesives of the phenolic and aminoplastic 
types indented for the manufacture of wooden structures or 
assemblies. Particulars are given of close-contact and gap-filling 
adhesives in liquid and powder form. 

The two specifications are combined in one cover and are 
obtainable from the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria 
Street, London, 8.W.1, price 2s. post free. 


* 


The requirements for the dimensions and workmanship, to- 
gether with conditions to be fulfilled in operation, are laid down 
for W.C. pans of caneware, earthenware, fireclay, heavy earthen- 
ware, stoneware or vitreous china. The quality of the ware and 
glaze and the construction and dimensions are indicated, whilst 
the pans may be white glazed inside and out, white glazed inside 
and buff glaze outside, or to agreed selected colours. 

Copies of this specification (B.S. 1213: 1945) may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1, price 2s. each, post free. 


AUSTRALIA 


Post-War Public Works Programme : A Commonwealth 
programme of urgent public works, to be implemented imme- 
diately on the cessation of hostilities, has been completed by the 
Department of Post-war Reconstruction. The total value of 
these projected works (with which are included ear-marked 
urgent spendings by associated semi-Government bodies, muni- 
cipalities and local authorities aggregates £159,284,000, with 
allotments to be distributed approximately as follows: 
Commonwealth Territory, £21,938,000; New South Wales, 
£51,563,000 ; Victoria, £40,191,000 ; Queensland, £10,833,000 ; 
South Australia, £17,551,000 ; Western Australia, £13,667,000 ; 
and Tasmania, £3,552,000. 

Priority rating based on the relative degrees of urgency of 
projects has been made. Priority ‘‘ A” is the most urgent, with 
the works under this rating valued at £82,845,000, of which some 
£50 million is located in the States of New South Wales and 
Victoria, and the Commonwealth Territory ear-marked for urgent 
expenditure of £13,610,000. Lesser amounts covering priority 
‘* A” items in other States include the following :—Queensland, 
£6,818,000 ; South Australia, £7,285,000 ; Western Australia, 
£2,804,000 ; and Tasmania, £2,244,000. 


wide 







(Continued on page 156 


British Standard Specifications : The dimensions of Mild Steel 
and Brass Wood-Screws given comprise the screw gauge, nominal 
size, number of threads per inch, diameter of head, width and 
depth of slots and appropriate particulars of head sizes of counter- 
sunk, round and raised head wood-screws. Separate tables give 
the various types of wood-screws available for each standard 
length and size. 

Copies of this specification (B.S. 1210: 1945) may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1, price 2s. each post free. 


* 


This specification (B.S. No. 1205, Part 1, 1945), forms the 
first part of a complete standard dealing with half-round and 
O.G. cast-iron gutters, guiter fittings and brackets. Requirements 
regarding quality of materials, workmanship, finish and marking 
are given. ‘The gutters are fixed at a 6 foot effective length, 
exclusive of the internal depth of the socket, whilst minimum 
weights are stated. The fittings include square and obtuse 
left-hand and right-hand angles, together with outlets and 
three types of stop ends. Accessories include side and top 
rafter brackets and two kinds of fascia brackets in mild steel 
and a fascia bracket in cast iron. 

Copies of this specification (B.S. 1213 : 1945) may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1, preei 2s. each post free. 


* 


This revised specification (B.S. No. 417: 1944), for galvanised 
mild steel cisterns, tanks and cylinders, has been issued to provide 
a range of appliances for post-war building and the number of 
sizes, as compared with the 1936 edition, is therefore considerably 
stated for quality of material and 
workmanship, staying, screwed connections for pipes and 
immersion heaters, tests and marking. The test time has been 
increased from 2 minutes to 5 minutes but the test pressures are 
unchanged. The table of dimensions for cisterns has been 
considerably extended in order to fix the positions and sizes of 
overflow inlet and outlet holes in order to assist in the use of 
prefabricated pipe work. The original Grade A range of tanks 
has been deleted, and those previously marked Grades B and C 
now become Grades A and B respectively. The relevant illus- 
trations from the earlier edition are repeated, together with 
additions showing the standard positions of screwed connections 
for pipes and for immersion heaters and the standard positions 
of holes in cisterns. 

Copies of this specification may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, price 
2s. post free. 


reduced. Requirements are 
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OVERSEAS TRADE—continued 


Railway Gauge Unification: Although it is unlikely that the 
project will be undertaken until after the war, Australian railway 
gauges are to be standardised at 4 ft. 84in. This width is already 
used by New South Wales and most Commonwealth railways, 
while other State’s gauges are as follows :—Victoria, 5 ft. 3in. and 
2 ft. 6 in. ; Queensland, 4 ft. 83 in., 3 ft. 6 in. and 2 ft.; South 
Australia, 5 ft. 3 in. and 3 ft. 6 in.; Western Australia and 
Tasmania, 3 ft. 6 in. 

The project will be an important means for the utilisation of 
manpower in the early post-war period, and is regarded as a 
factor of economic support to the transition period from war to 
peacetime economy. 

The estimated expenditure on standardisation of gauges will 
be £57,200,000. The Commonwealth will initiate the pre- 
liminary work, while the States will be invited to co-operate in 
the co-ordination of State and Commonwealth Plans. 

At least 20,000 workers will be required in the first year, and 
it is anticipated that this number will increase to 130,000 before 
the project is completed. The main lines between the capital 
cities will be the first to be standardised, with the scheme later 
extending throughout the Commonwealth to secondary and 
branch lines. Approximately, 12 million timber and _ steel 
sleepers, as well as 500,000 tons of new steel rails, will be required. 


* 
CANADA 


Import Group Valuas in 1944: According to statistics compiled 
by the External Trade Branch, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
Ottawa, the value of the principal import groups during 
December last and the period January—December 1944 together 
with the comparative figures for 1943 were as under :— 


. 


Jan.—Dec. 


December 
Group | . | - & : | 
| 1944 | 1943 1944 | 
, ras ae J i aS ‘ 

| Thousa|nd dollars| 
134,872 |1,758,898 |1,735,077 


1943 


Total imports... 127,217 








Agricultural prodncts 16,026 | 18,491 | 212,655 | 176,447 
Animal products 3.843 2,632 36,379 36,476 
Fibres and textiles | 16,107 | 14,438 | 190,575 | 195,283 
Wood and paper | 3,501 | 3,133 43,636 | 40,284 
[ron and products ... | 29,760 | 31,327 | 428,361 | 420,190 


Non-ferrous metals | 7,268 9,75¢ 106,651 115,567 


Non-metallic 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


minera!s ... ' 18,159 | 20,086 | 271,014 | 250,943 
Chemicals ... _ 5,881 | 5,684 | 80,843 | 70,548 
Miscellaneous com- 

modities * 26,671 | 29,327 | 388,786 | 429,338 


| 
- | 
| 
| 


* Including certain military stores. 


Chief Export Groups: The values of the principal commodity 
groups in January 1945 and 1944 are shown in the following 
table : 





January 
Group } - — _ 

| 1945 | 1944 

| 

Thousan'd dollars 
Total domestic exports * ... om 230,498 | 242,011 
Agricultural products oe | 26,415 | 40,634 
Animal products pee .. | 30,513 | 28,351 
Fibres and textiles... Res 3 5,033 | 
Wood and paper ; 31,854 
Iron and products... a st. 55.719 | 52,041 
Non-ferrous metals (excluding gold) 31,283 | 27,509 
Non-ferrous minerals a4 se 4,503 | 4,122 
Chemicals ... aoe eae aa 8,011 | 8,331 
Miscellaneous 37,168 | 48.881 








* These totals include exports of items mainly for war purposes, 
such as tanks, military vehicles, shells, guns, metals, explosives, 
aircraft, Red Cross supplies and Canadian army stores, valued at 
114,898,000 dols. in January 1945 and 118,878,000 dols. in January 
1944. The percentage of war materials in other items cannot be 
ascertained. 


* 


Water Resources Paper No. 87 : The Dominion Water and Power 
Bureau, Surveys and Engineering Branch of the Department of 
Mines and Resources of Canada, has recently published volume 87 
of the Water Resources Papers which deal with the surface water 


- 
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supply of Canada. This number contains the results of investiga- 
tions by the Dominion Hydrometric Survey in the Provinces of 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island for the 
climatic years Ist October 1938 to 30th September 1940. 

The report contains a short ¢xplanation of the organisation 
and scope of the work and 50 pages of stream flow data for rivers 
and streams within the area mentioned, together with rainfall 
records for these two years at a number of places in the Maritime 
Provinces. The price of this report is 50 cents per copy, and it 
may be obtained by sending postal note for mdney order payable 
to the Receiver-General of Canada to the Controller of the 
Dominion Water and Power Bureau, Department of Mines and 
Resources, Ottawa, Canada. 


* 


Water Resources Paper No. 90 : The Dominion Water and Power 
Bureau. has also published volume 90 of the Water Resources 
Papers which deal with the surface water supply of Canada, 
This number contains the results of investigations by the 
Dominion Hydrometric Survey in the Province of British 
Columbia for the climatic years Ist October 1938 to 30th 
September 1940. 

The report contains a short explanation of the organisation 
and scope of the work and 276 pages of stream flow data, together 
with mean temperatures and precipitation for these two years 
at a number of places in the Province. The price of this report 
is $1.00 per copy, and it may be obtained by sending postal note 
or money order payable to the Receiver-General of Canada to 
the Controller of the Dominion Water and Power Bureau, De- 
partment of Mines and Resources, Ottawa, Canada. 


* 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Balance of Trade, 1937-39 : According to Section 2 of the recent 
“Review of Commercial Conditions in the United States of 
America,” published for the Department of Overseas Trade by 
H.M. Stationery Office, London (price 6d. net), the picture of 
the foreign trade of the United States has been consistently one 
of excess of exports over imports. This condition has persisted 
despite the creditor position enjoyed by the country since the 
war of 1914-18, though in the inter-war period the gap between 
the excess value of exports over imports has been narrowing. 
In the 1915-20 period the ratio of excess to total exports stood 
at an average of 48-5 per cent. ; it fell to 21-5 per cent. in the 
years 1921-25, and by 1937 had declined to about 8 per cent. 
The following table shows the value of the United States imports 
and exports, and favourable trade balances for the years 1937 

39 :— 


Particulars 1937 1938 1939 


| Pihclbe. 
| mijllion dolljars 
Exports 


United States merchandise " 3,298°9 | 3,057-2 | 3,123°3 
te-exports 50-2 37:3 53:8 


Total 3,349-1 | 3,094-5 | 3,177-1 
General imports— 
(i.e. imports including imports 


for re-export) ... 


| 3,083-7 | 1,960-4 | 2.3181 
| 


Favourable trade balance... 265-4 | 1,134-1 859-0 








This table illustrates the sharp rise in the two years imme- 
diately preceding the present war, in the ratio borne by the 
excess of total exports over imports in relation to the value of 
imports, viz.: to 36-6 per cent. in 1938 and 27 per cent. in 1939. 
This rise is attributable almost wholly to marked declines in 
the value of imports from the 1937 figure ; the value of exports 
during the years 1937-39 remained at a fairly constant level. 

The changes in total imports shown in the table reflect to some 
extent the degree of fluctuation in imports of certain raw and 
semi-manufactured materials during the same period (e.9., 
rubber, tin, wool and mohair and vegetable oils and fats). 








By the way, don’t forget that 


o/ DEFENCE 
o BONDS 


UP TO £1,000 


can be held by Limited Liability Companies 
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Statutory Notice 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 TO 1942 
Proceedings Under Section 24 of the Acts: Licences of Right: 


The following patents were indorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right” on 
23rd March 1945 :— 





No. Grantee Subject matter 
Patent 
528116 | Kent, C. A. Combe. 


Excher Wyss Maschi- | Machine for milling ships’ screws, 
nen fabriken Akt. propellers and the like on the 
Ges. pressure and suction side. 

Lang, G. R. Pipes for removing clamp from 

masonry. 


537543 


543405 


546143 ( 

Maschinenfabrik Rtiti || Method of and means for weaving 
vormals Gaspar on looms. 
Honegger A.G. 


553074 





The Patent Office. H. L. SAuNDERS, 
\ Comptroller-General. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


The Journal of the Textile Institute, Vol. XXXVI, No. 2, Feb- 
ruary 1945. Published by the Textile Institute, St. Mary’s 
Parsonage, Manchester. 


Fortnightly Review of Business and Economic Conditions in 
South and Central America, Portugal, etc. Vol. 10, No. 220, 
3rd March 1945. Published by the Bank of London and South 
America Ltd., 6, 7 and 8, Tokenhouse Yard, London, E.C.2. 


Economic and Statistical Bulletin of Southern Rhodesia, Vol. XII, 
No. 20, 21st January 1945. Issued by the Department of 
Statistics, Salisbury. 


Quin’s Metal Handbook and Statistics, 1944. Compiled by 
F. B. Rice-Oxley, M.A. (332 pages, 6 x 4 inches, green cloth, 
10s. post free.) Published by Metal Information Bureau Ltd., 
Princes House, 39 Jermyn Street, London, 8.W.1. 

The gradual relaxation of the official ban on the publication 
of metal statistics in the United Kingdom and other countries 
has enabled a good deal of new statistical material to be incor- 
porated in the new edition of this international and authoritative 
reference book on ores, metals, scrap and iron and steel. The 
book is arranged for easy alphabetical reference, but in the new 
edition the light metals have been grouped together. . 

The first section is purely statistical, giving prices, imports, 
exports, production and consumption figures of metallic ores, 
major and minor non-ferrous metals, precious metals, iron and 
steel and scrap metals. The continued absence of official statistics 
of production lends additional interest to the detailed estimates 
of world production in 1943 of aluminium, copper, tin, lead and 
zinc compiled by the ‘‘ Metal Bulletin.” 

The second section consists of reference notes on such subjects 
as the properties, uses and commercial grades of non-ferrous 
ores; similar particulars of the minor metals ; notes on speci- 
fications and uses of copper and copper alloys ; a brief summary 
(with diagrams) of the methods of producing steel; diaries of 
events in the copper, tin, lead, zinc, iron and steel and scrap 
markets; a survey of aluminium and magnesium and their 
alloys giving properties, uses, fabrication methods, etc., together 
with reference tables of weights, sizes, gauges and physical 
constants of metals and metal products. New features in this 
section are notes on the manufacture of tinplates and galvanised 
sheets. 





EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to Th® 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, S.W.1 
(Telephone : Whitehall 5140, extension 306). 


SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or branches. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 
7755). 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the advertisements an the inclusion of any particular 


advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
herein have received official approval. 
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Export Credits Guarantees 


PROVISION FOR PROTECTION AGAINST LOSS 


Under the provisions of the Export Guarantees Act, 1939, 
the Export Credits Guarantee Department is authorised to 
give guarantees to United Kingdom exporters for the purpose 
of encouraging export trade. War conditions have greatly 
increased the risks to which exporters are exposed in overseas 
trading, and the Department has put into operation special] 
facilities giving them protection against these risks on 
exceptionally favourable terms. 

The standard form of cover is the War Emergency policy 
which covers the exporter of consumable goods sold for cash, 
or on short credit, from the time he books an order until he 
receives the amount due to him in payment for the goods. 
An exporter who is prepared to insure with the Department the 
whole of his export orders can thus obtain protection against 
loss due to :— 


(a) his buyer’s insolvency ; 

(b) exchange restrictions in the buyer’s country ; 

(c) events such as war in the buyer’s country preventing pay- 
ment for goods shipped or preventing their delivery ; 

(d) additional handling, insurance and freight charges not 
covered ‘by Marine or Government war risk policies 
caused by interruption or diversion (through British 
Government instructions) of the voyage on which the 
goods are shipped. 


The cover at present available is either 85 per cent. or 90 per 
cent., according to the particular risk. 

The Department also issues a policy which enables exporters 
to quote firm c.i.f. prices some months ahead of shipment. 
Under this guarantee exporters in respect of any c.i.f. trans- 
action are covered against any rise in marine insurance, Govern- 
ment war risk insurance and freight rates occurring within an 
agreed period (normally six months). 

Other policies are available to meet special requirements of 
exporters in particular cases. 

The strictest secrecy is observed in all correspondence and 
transactions. 

Exporters are invited to apply for further particulars to 
the Headquarters of the Export Credits Guarantee Department 
at 9, Clements Lane, Lombard Street, London, E.C.4, or to 
any of the Branch Offices :— 


London—73, King William Street, E.C.4. 
Telephone—MANsion House 3131. 


Manchester—Midland Bank Buildings, 56, Spring Gardens. 
Telephone: Blackfriars 9866. 


Bradford—69, Market Street. 
Telephone: Bradford 8912. 


Birmingham—37, Temple Street, Birmingham, 2. 
Telephone: Midland 1527. 


Sheffield—Fargate House, Fargate, Sheffield, 1. 
Telephone : Sheffield 25898. 


Glasgow—7, West George Street, C.2. 
Telephone : Central 3056. 


Belfast—Scottish Provident Buildings, 7, Donegall Square 
West. 
Telephone : Belfast 21116. 


Edinburgh—A representative of the Department is in 
attendance on the first and third Mondays of each month 
at the Chamber of Commerce, 25, Charlotte Square, 
Edinburgh, where he may be consulted on all matters 
connected with the Department’s work. 


In many other industrial towns the Secretary of the Chamber 
of Commerce has undertaken to arrange appointments for 
interviews with officers of the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department visiting the locality. Such visits are made at 
frequent intervals for the convenience of exporters. 
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The Board of Trade 


Millbank, London, S.W.1 


Telephone: Whitehall 5140 


DEPARTMENTS 


Secretariat.— Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


Bankruptcy.—Kingsway Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) Official Receiver—42 Tavistock Square, London, 


W.C.1. (Euston 6821.) 


** Board of Trade Journal.’’—Millbank, London, 8S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Commercial Relations and Treaties.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Companies.—Bedford Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) 

Companies (Winding Up).—Columbia House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2. (Chancery 5412.) 


Control of Factory and Storage Premises.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


Establishment. —Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


(Whitehall 5140.). 


Export Licensing.—4 Fenchurch Avenue, London, E.C.3. (Avenue 3111.) 


Finance.—New Oxford House, Bloomsbury Way, London, W.C.1. 


(Holborn 4311.) 


Import Licensing.—1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. (Euston 4433.) 
Industrial and Export Council.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Industries and Manufactures (Division I).—Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 


S.W.1. (Victoria 4477.) 1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 


(EKustor 4433.) 


Industries and Manufactures (Division II).—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Industries and Manufactures (Division II).—North Gate, Prince Albert Road, London, N.W.6. (Cunningham 8000.) 
Industries and Manufactures (Division IV).—Neville House, Page Street, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 9040.) 
Industries and Manufactures (Engineering).—Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


Industries and Manufactures (General).—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


Insurance and Companies.—Romney House East, Tufton Street, London, S.W.1. (Abbey 3801.) 


Intelligence and Parliamentary Branch.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


Patent Office and Industrial Property.—25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. (Holborn 8721.) 


Priorities.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Public Relations.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Solicitors.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


Abbey House 2-8 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


(Abbey 4333.) 


(Including Ministry of Fuel and Power Branch, Dean Stanley Street, Millbank, London, 8.W.1.) (Abbey 7000.) 
Standards.—Boots Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) 


Statistics Romney House East, Tufton Street, London, 8.W.1. 
S.W.1. ( Victoria 7032.) 


(Whitehall 5140.) Chapter Street House, Chapter Street, London, 


Trading with the Enemy.—24 Kingsway, London, W.C.2. (Holborn 4300.) (The Custodian of Enemy Property is at the same 


address.) 


Department of Overseas Trade : (Joint Department under the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade.) Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
(Whitehall 5140.) Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, Grosvenor Road, London, 8.W.1. (Victoria 4477.) 

Export Credits Guarantee Department : 9 Clements Lane, London, .C.4. (Mansion House 8771.) 

Central Price Regulation Committee : Queen Anne’s Chambers, 41 Tothill Street, London, 8S.W.1. (Whitehall 7010.) (London Area 
Local Price Regulation Committee) : 23 Buckingham Gate, London, 8.W.1. (Victoria 7503.) 





Region 


|. Northern. 
(Northumberland, Durham and the North Riding « 
Yorkshire.) 
2. North Eastern. 
(East and West Riding of Yorkshire and York C.B.) 
3. North Midland. 
(Derbyshire, Notts, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Rutland, 
Northants, and Soke of Peterborough.) 
4. Eastern. 
[Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Bedfordshire, Isle of Ely, Essex (less portion in Region 5) 
and Herts (less portion in Region 5).] 
. London. 
(Counties of London, and Middlesex, and those portions 
of Surrey, Essex, Kent and Herts within the boundary 
of the Metropolitan Police Area.) 
6. Southern. 
(Oxfordshire, Bucks, Berks, Hants, Isle of Wight and 
Dorset.) 
7. South Western. 
(Gloucester, Wilts, Somerset, Devon and Cornwall.) 


8. Wales. 


a 


or 


9. Midland. 
(Shropshire, Staffs, Warwick, Worcester and Here ford- 
shire.) 

10. North Western. 
(Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancs and Cheshire.) 

11. Scotland. 


12. South Eastern. 
(Sussex and those portions of Kent and Surrey outside 
the boundary of the Metropolitan Police Area.) 

13. Northern Ireland. 


BOARD OF TRADE REGIONAL CONTROLLERS 





Name and Address 
S. A. Sadler Forster, Esq., Watson House, Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. (Tel. : Newcastle-on-Tyne 28831.) 








G. E. Naylor, Esq., Sheldon House, Queen Street, Leeds 1. 
(Tel. : Leeds 30827.) 

J. I. Piggott, Esq., C.B.E., M.C., Government Buildings, Clifton 
Boulevard, Nottingham. (Tel.: Nottingham 73013.) 


R. W. Burkitt, Esq., New Court, Trinity College, Cambridge. 
(Tel. : Cambridge 56221.) 


Captain 8. J. Graham, 25 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
(Tel.: Abbey 3206.) 


Captain H. W. Weathersbee, c/o Horlicks Ltd., Slough, Bucks. 
(Tel. : Slough 22322.) 


Barry Kay, Esq., Hyde Lodge Mansions, Westbury Park, 
Bristol 6. (Tel.: Bristol 38446.) 

E. Brunning, Esq., 68 Cathedral Road, Cardiff. (Tel.: Cardiff 
5920.) 

A. Heckle, Esq., C. M. L. Building, Great Charles Street, Bir- 
mingham 3. (Tel.: Central 8231.) 


H. N. Grundy, Esq., O.B.E., M.A., 77-79, Fountain Street, 
Manchester 2. (Tel. : Central 5411-5.) 

R. A. Maclean, Esq., 95 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2. (Tel. : 
Central 6981.) 

Captain S. J. Graham, 25 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
(Tel. : Abbey 3206.) 


G. H. E. Parr, Esq., M.B.E., Ministry of Commerce (Northern 
Ireland), Chichester Street, Belfast. (Tel.: Belfast 21212.) 
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British Chambers of Commerce in Certain 
Foreign Countries 


Argentina.—British Chamber of Commerce for the Argentine 
Republic (Inc.), Calle Bmie. Mitre 441 (6 Piso), Buenos Aires. 
British Chamber of Commerce in Rosario (affiliated to the above), 
British Consulate, Rosario. 


Relgium.—British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium, c/o 69, Cannon 
Street, London, E.C.4. 


Brazil.— British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil (Inc.), Rua Visconde 
de Inhauma No. 91, 2°, Caixa Postal 5f, Rio de Janeiro. 
(Telegraphic address: ‘‘ Chambrit, Riojaneiro.”’) 

(Representatives in London.—<Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce, 14, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 8.W.1.) 
British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo and Southern Brazil, 


Rua Sao Bento No. 355, 3°, Sao Paulo, Brazil. (Telegraphic 
address: ‘‘ Britchamb, Sao Paulo.’’) 
Chile-—British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of Chile (Ine.), 


P.S.N.C. Office, Augustinas 1066, P.O. Box 4087, Santiago. 
P.S.N.C. Building Calle Blanco 689, P.O, Box 1676 Valparaiso. 


Dominican Republic.—-British Chamber of Commerce, Ciudad 


Trujillo. 


Egypt.—British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 5, Sharia Borsa 
Gnedida, Cairo. 6, Rue de ?Ancienne Bourse, Alexandria, P.O. 
Box No. 65, Port Said. 

(Agents in the United Kingdom—The Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce, Ship Canal House, King Street, Manchester.) 


France.— British Chamber of Commerce in Paris, 6, Rue Halevy, 
Paris. 
Iraq.—British Chamber of Commerce in Iraq, Rashid Street, Ragdad. 


Mexico.—Central British Chamber of 
Letran 21 (office 713), Mexico, D.F. 


Commerce, San Juan De 


Netherlands East Indies.—London Office.—Cecil Chambers, 86, 


Strand, London, W.C.2. 


Peru.-—British Chamber of Commerce, Casilla 1918, Edificio Royal 
402, Lima. 


Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal (Inc.), 4, 
Rue Victor Cordon, Lisbon. (Telegraphic address : ** Britcham, 
Lisbon.”’) ‘ 

Branches.—-6, Rua dos Clerigos, Oporto. 
13a, rue 5 de Junha, Funchal, Madeira. 


Spain.—-Rambla de los Estudios, 8, Barcelona, and Avenida de 
Jose Antonio 31, Madrid. 
Canary Islands.—Santa Catalina Mole, Puerto de la Luz, P.O. Box 


72, Las Palmas. 


Switzerland.—Pritish Chamber of Commerce in Switzerland (Inec.) 
21, St. Jakobstrasse, Basle. 
3ranch.—3, Place St. Francois, Lausanne. 


Turkey.— British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey (Inc.), 1, Istanbul 
Hani, Istanbul. (Postal address, Boite Postale 1199, Istanbul.) 


United States of America.—British Empire Chamber of Commerce in 
the United States of America, 587, Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor, New 
York City. 


Uruguay.—British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle Piedras, 
357 (2° Piso), Montevideo. 
N.B.—Some of these Chambers, which are established ih the 


interest of British Trade, issue a Journal periodically or an Annual 
Report, which may be inspected at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence), Hawkins House, Dolphin 
Square, London, S.W.!. 








REFUGE 


Assurance Company Limited. 


Chief Office: Oxford Street, Manchester, 1. 


In 1944, in spite of war difficulties, representatives of the Company provided service 
usually at the homes of the policyholders, in respect of NINE MILLION POLICIES 
making 165,000 maturity payments totalling £5,000,000 and paying £3,000,000 in 


death claims. 
Insurance benefits. 


In addition, 14 Million Calls were made to pay National Health 


Ordinary Branch: A bonus of £1 per cent. for each year’s premium due and paid 
since 1938 is being paid on with profit policies becoming claims before 20th March, 


1946. 


Industrial Branch: Over £670,000 is allocated to increase the benefits of the 
majority of existing premium-paying policies. 
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COMPANY MEETING 


British Ropes Limited 


SUBSTANTIAL ADVANCE IN PROFITS 


OUTSTANDING WAR ACHIEVEMENTS 


The annual general meeting of British Ropes Ltd. was held 
at Leeds on 28th March. 


Mr. Herbert Smith (chairman of the company), in the course 
of his speech, said: ‘‘ The profit recorded for the year, before 
income-tax, has risen from £355,741 in 1943 to £440,890 for the 
year under review. The main reason for the increase arises out 
of the incidence of Excess Profits Tax, and emanates from 
adjustments which have been made to the company’s profit 
standard due to certain claims which were recently agreed 
with the Inland Revenue authorities. In addition to the sub- 
stantial increase in the profit standard, there has been an increase 
this year in the dividends received from our overseas subsidiaries. 
I submit that the position disclosed by the accounts is one of 
sound structure and should enable your company to meet with 
confidence the changed conditions which will ensue at the 
termination of hostilities. 


CONTRIBUTION TO THE NATIONAL EFFORT 


‘Some idea of the extent of our contribution to the national 
effort by the production of high-grade rope for war purposes 
can now be stated. Your company has carried by far the largest 
individual share in roping the Navy, Army and Air Force, 
while our expert fibre, wire and wire rope knowledge has been 
sought by mos@supply departments of the Government. 


‘The company’s products have played no small part in 
equipping and servicing the many industries by whose un- 
paralleled efforts a steady and ever-widening stream of essential 
war materials has flowed from these islands to every theatre of 
war. Our more direct contribution through the Service Depart- 
ments, towards the successful prosecution of the war, has been 
even more considerable. Every phase of operations, both 
offensive and defensive, has resulted in a new and more pressing 
demand on the manufacturing resources of the company. 


** Apart from the normal requirements of the Navy, we have 
undertaken the manufacture of huge quantities of various types 
of boom defence nets, anti-submarine and anti-torpedo devices, 
thousands of miles of steel wire rope for use against the submarine 
menace, and large quantities for mine-sweeping. 


** Towing ropes for Army vehicles and tanks and vital connec- 
tions in the ‘ Mulberry’ Dock, as well as many of the ropes by 
which it was towed to Normandy, were all part of our production 
programme. The demands of the Merchant Navy were enor- 
mously increased; a wide variety of made-up or ‘tailored’ 
work has been undertaken, including patent scramble nets, 
rope mantlets, ships’ canvas outfits, Jacob’s ladders, fenders 
and other speciality products such as lifeboat sails, lifebags, 
convoy equipment, salvage and towing ropes, to mention but 
a few—and during the ‘ D’ Day operations we were called upon 
at short notice to organise rope supplies for vessels which were 
being ‘ turned round ’ in the space of a few hours. 


‘Our machines have run continuously on aircraft cords, 
ables for rocket flares, for the balloon barrage and for the 
rocket guns. Our products were in use during the Battle of 
Britain, on ‘D’ Day and in every phase of operations on land, 
at sea and in the air. 


‘*The hemp rope and cordage factories have also done their 
part in providing for the many specialised requirements of the 
various Services. Here, also, there have been exceptional 
demands from the Admiralty and Ministry of Aircraft Produc- 
tion. In addition to marine ropes of all kinds, we have provided 
millions of yards of kite cord, balloon line, glider tow rope and 
parachute cord. 


** An all-time record has been achieved in the tonnage of our 
‘Red Star’ binder twine spun for the harvest fields of Great 
Britain. Our ‘ Balax’ baling strand and ‘ Empire’ agricultural 
covers have built a similar reputation for reliable service. 


“In spite of many difficulties and the heavy calls upon our 
production by the Fighting Services, we believe we have obtained 
our full share of the allowable export trade, and we look forward 
to a big improvement in this position when Government demands 
are satisfied. We do not fear competition from any country for 
the world’s markets.” 


The report was unanimously adopted. 


7th April 1945. # 


COMPANY MEETING 


Borax Consolidated 
Limited 


The forty-seventh ordinary general meeting of Borax Consolidated 
Ltd., was held at Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
E.C., on 4th April. 


The following is an extract from the statement of Mr. D. Abel 
Smith, the chairman, which was circulated with the report : 


Dealing with the main features in the balance-sheet and accounts, 
the net profit for the year ended 30th September 1944 amounts to 
£396,333, a decrease of £2,120 compared with the previous year, 
Adding to the above profit the amount brought forward from 1943, 
the total to be dealt with is £657,365. From this we have to deduct 
provision for British taxation £247,120 (consisting of an appropriation 
of £158,370 from profits, together with the sum of £88,750 to be 
deducted from the dividends paid and proposed). This leaves a 
balance of £410,245. 


We have already paid the sum of £44,000, less income tax, on the 
5} per Cent. Cumulative Preference stock. Also an interim dividend 
of 3 per cent. on the Preferred Ordinary stock was declared on the 
24th October 1944 and paid on the Ist December 1944, absorbing 
£18,000, less income tax, and we now propose the payment of a final 
dividend of 3 per cent. on the Preferred Ordinary stock, which will 
absorb a further £18,000, and to pay a dividend of 74 per cent. on 
the Deferred Ordinary stock, representing the sum of £97,500, less 
income tax. After providing for these payments amounting, less 
income tax, to £88,750 and deducting £40,000 for war contingency 
reserve, the balance to be carried forward is £281,495, an increase of 
£20,463 on the previous year. 


STOCKS 

Stocks have been increased by about £122,000, consisting practi- 
cally entirely of crude and refined material. These represent a value 
at or below current cost and as and when peace conditions prevail 
we shall be in a position to take full advantage of the increased 
demand that should follow from the many markets excluded under 
war conditions and presumably almost, if not entirely, denuded of 
stocks. In this connection I would remind you that we are a con- 
trolled industry, distribution and prices being regulated by the 
Ministry of Supply. The main cause of the present increase in price 
compared with peace times is due to the high rates of freight, all 
the crude material produced on and normally shipped to Europe 
from the Pacific Coast having to be diverted overland to Gulf ports 
owing to the whole of the shipping on the Pacific Coast being confined 
to war requirements; the high freights from the Gulf ports to 
Europe add to this cost. Just as soon as these conditions improve 
and the freights are reduced, our company will, subject to the 
Ministry’s approval, give its buyers the benefit thereof, it being the 
policy of our company throughout to confine its profit to the lowest 
reasonable margin and thereby to encourage the widest consumption 
throughout the world. 


BORAX IN AGRICULTURE 


Further proofs have been forthcoming of the importance of Boron 
in the healthy nutrition of plants. The needs of a starving Europe 
after liberation will be on a scale to call for an intensive and rational 
fertiliser programme. To safeguard some of the crops and obtain a 
maximum yield, it has now been generally recognised that borax or 
boric acid will have to be included in the fertilisers used. 


The United States Potash Company has been engaged throughout 
the year to its utmost capacity in meeting the increased demand, 
both for fertiliser and chemical requirements, and with the approval 
of the United States Government is at present introducing improve- 
ments and extensions to meet the continued growing demand. 


LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 


You will have noted the reference in the directors’ report to the 
proceedings instituted in the U.S.A. against the company and its 
subsidiaries for alleged infringements of the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Laws. As these proceedings are pending I am necessarily limited in 
the comments which I can make. Our American lawyers advise us 
that we are entitled to expect a favourable decision. The Sherman 
laws, which were enacted many years ago, make it illegal for traders 
to form a trade association for the regulation of their industry in 
the U.S.A. In this country no such laws exist and, in fact, trade 
associations are encouraged. In order to contradict rumours, I must 
stress the point that the Sherman laws do not relate in any way to 
trading with the enemy and that, in the present proceedings, there is 
not and there could not be any allegation that this company, or any 
of its subsidiaries, had been guily of trading with the enemy. 


In the present disturbed world it is difficult to see far ahead, but 
thanks to the sacrifices and steady progress made by the Allied Forces, 
the end of the European war should not be far distant. As soon as 
the avenues of trade are re-opened, the transport available and the 
wheels of finance restarted, we can look forward with confidence to a 
revival of activities throughout Europe, thus regaining the trade 
which we formerly enjoyed in the liberated countries. 


The report and accounts were adopted. 





These reports are published as advertisements. 
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